BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Alexia Mcknight					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2017-2621057
							:
PECO Energy Company 				:
							:



ORDER GRANTING, IN PART and DENYING, IN PART, PECO'S MOTION TO REQUIRE IN PERSON TESTIMONY OF COMPLAINANT'S EXPERT WITNESSES

	On February 16, 2018, PECO filed a Motion seeking in person testimony of Complainant's expert witnesses. This was filed in response to the Complainant's intention to have her expert witnesses testify by telephone. PECO stated that, contrary to representations that identified expert witnesses are unable to travel, based on a review of the publicly known activities of the experts, these experts have travelled and are able to travel in their expert capacity.  In the alternative, PECO noted that experts have been allowed to testify by video conference. 

		The Complainant filed a response acknowledging that expert witnesses have travelled but, as a pro se Complainant, she is unable to afford the expense of flying her expert witnesses to Philadelphia to testify.

[bookmark: _GoBack]		This is a smart meter matter. Experts in previous smart meter hearings before the undersigned have been permitted to testify by telephone only in further hearings where a particular hardship is shown and only after they made an initial appearance, either in person or via video conference, to enable the presiding Administrative Law Judge to assess the witness’ credibility and to protect the due process rights of all parties.  However, it must be taken into consideration that the Complainant is acting pro se and has represented that her expert witnesses are either elderly or unable to travel at this time due to medical reasons. 
		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That PECO'S Motion to Require In Person Testimony of Complainant's Expert Witnesses is granted, in part and denied, in part.

2. That PECO’s Motion is granted in that the Complainant’s expert witnesses will not be permitted to provide telephonic testimony in this proceeding.

3. That PECO’s Motion is denied in that Complainant’s expert witnesses may provide testimony via Video Conferencing.

4. That if the Complainant elects to have her experts testify via Video Conference, the Complainant is responsible for making any such arrangements and providing any necessary equipment, herself or through an agency, and will notify the undersigned at least 5 business days prior to the hearing.

5. That copies of any documents to be presented by or used by the Complainant's experts must be provided by the Complainant to the undersigned and PECO so as to be received by the undersigned and PECO no later than March 27, 2018.

6. That if the Complainant elects not to have her experts testify via Video Conference, then her expert witnesses must be available in the hearing room when called to testify on her behalf; and

7. That the hearing in this matter will commence on April 10, 2018, as scheduled. 
		

Date:  February 28, 2018					/s/												Darlene D. Heep
						Administrative Law Judge
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