BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Deree J. Norman					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-2640719
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER REGARDING COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST 
TO CONTINUE THE SCHEDULED HEARING

On March 21, 2018, I received a communication from Deree J. Norman (Mr. Norman or Complainant) requesting a continuance of the hearing scheduled for March 28, 2018.  In his letter, Mr. Norman states that he is unable to attend the scheduled hearing due to an unforeseen medical matter.  That is the only reason Mr. Norman provides for requesting a new hearing date.  

On March 23, 2018, I e-mailed a copy of Mr. Norman’s request to Philadelphia Gas Works’ counsel, Laureto Farinas, Esq.  By e-mail dated March 23, 2018, Mr. Farinas expresses his objections to the request for a continuance of the hearing.  In particular, Mr. Farinas states: “From the substance and timing of his discovery, his request for a continuance and the extremely poor payment history, it would seem that [Mr. Norman] seeks only to delay the hearing and final disposition of this matter to further avoid payment and termination of gas service.”  

Requests for a continuance of a scheduled hearing are only granted in rare situations where good cause exists.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15.  

After considering the parties’ respective positions, I find Mr. Norman’s reason for requesting the continuance vague and insufficient to satisfy the requirements for postponing a scheduled hearing.  Consequently, Mr. Norman’s request for a continuance of the hearing is denied.  Complainant must be available in the hearing room when this case is called by the presiding Administrative Law Judge.  If the customer is not present and prepared to go forward with the case when it is called, the case will be dismissed.  

However, I am willing to accommodate Mr. Norman’s request insofar as to allow him to attend the hearing via telephone.  Mr. Norman must provide me with a telephone number where he can be reached at the time of the hearing.  If I do not receive a telephone number from Mr. Norman by the start of the hearing on March 28, 2018, 10:00 a.m., I shall try to reach the Complainant at the telephone number that he entered in his formal Complaint form

The parties must take all the necessary steps to ensure that proposed exhibits are exchanged before the hearing, and that copies are delivered to me before 10:00 a.m. on March 28, 2018.
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THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That Deree J. Norman’s request for a continuance of the hearing scheduled in the matter of Deree J. Norman v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-2018-2640719, is denied.

2.	That Deree J. Norman must be available when this case is called by the presiding Administrative Law Judge.  

3.	That Deree J. Norman may attend the hearing via telephone.

4.	The parties must take all the necessary steps to ensure that proposed exhibits are exchanged before the hearing, and that copies are delivered to me before 10:00 a.m. on March 28, 2018.

5.	That if Deree J. Norman is not present and prepared to go forward with the case when it is called, the case will be dismissed. 
 

Date:	March 26, 2018						/s/			
		Eranda Vero
		Administrative Law Judge
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