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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 9, 2018, PECO Energy Company (PECO), Utility Code 110550, filed Supplement No. 59 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 5 (Supplement No. 59) to become effective April 20, 2018.  

	PECO proposes revisions to Tariff Electric PA P.U.C. No. 5 to establish an expiration date for approved residential level 1 and level 2 interconnection applications (Applications) for distributed energy generation (DEG) projects.  

	PECO states that parties involved in the Commission’s Joint Solar Interconnection Best Practices Collaborative (Solar Best Practices) meetings, held in 2017, discussed the need to implement expiration dates for Applications.  PECO states that the Applications do not currently have an expiration date.  PECO submits that Applications are assigned a queue position[footnoteRef:1]  and allocated capacity on its distribution system once the Application is approved.  PECO states that this reserved capacity is a hinderance to subsequent applications being approved and completed until the project associated with a previous Application is either constructed or withdrawn.  Thus, PECO states that Supplement No. 59 establishes a mechanism to address the backlog within the queue.   [1:  Per 52 PA Code Chapter 75] 


PECO proposes that Applications would be valid for 180 calendar days from the Application’s approval date. The proposed tariff requires that DEG projects would have to be constructed and the Certificate of Completion (COC) submitted to PECO within 180 calendar days or the Application would expire.  However, PECO proposes that DEG applicants may request an additional 180 calendar day extension to the expiration date, providing the applicant is able to demonstrate reasonable progress is occurring on the project.  If an Application expires, it will be removed from the queue and to receive additional consideration a new application must be filed.

To ensure that developers are aware of the Application expiration dates, PECO states that it intends to notify project developers at least 45 calendar days in advance of any upcoming expiration dates.  

 	PECO avers that it determined the time frames proposed in this filing by reviewing similar programs from seven utilities in four different states.  PECO states that most of the utility programs reviewed incorporate an Application deadline of one year or less.   

	PECO is a certificated public utility that serves approximately 1.6 million customers.  PECO states that this tariff change will have no effect on its customers or any customer bills.  PECO further states that this filing will have no impact on its revenues or expenses.

PECO served Supplement No. 59 on the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate.  On February 14, 2018, PECO emailed notice of Supplement No. 59 to all known solar stakeholders in its service territory.  PECO also states it will provide notice of Supplement No. 59 on its website.  No complaints have been filed and no hearings held.  

	The Commission agrees that the tariff changes submitted by PECO will add more efficiency and clarity to the residential level 1 and level 2 interconnection application process.  Upon review of Supplement No. 59, we find that the proposed modifications contained therein do not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, or contrary to the public interest.  

	Accordingly, we grant Supplement No. 59 to become effective on April 20, 2018.  However, approval of this filing does not constitute a determination that this filing is lawful, just, or reasonable, but only that further investigation or suspension does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE,


	IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That PECO Energy Company Supplement No. 59 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 5 is hereby permitted to become effective on April 20, 2018.

2.	That this Order is without prejudice to any issues that may be raised by any party with respect to the tariff changes implemented by Supplement No. 59 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 5 in future proceedings.
		3.	That a copy of this Order be served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement.

	4.	That the proceeding at Docket No. R-2018-2646697 be closed.


[image: ]	BY THE COMMISSION,



	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  April 19, 2018
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