BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement		:
							:
	v.						:		C-2015-2512950
							:
Bushkill Group, Inc.					:



ORDER GRANTING FURTHER CONTINUANCE


		This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted presiding officers at 52 Pa. Code § 5.483.  This Order grants a further continuance in this matter until June 1, 2018, so that the parties may continue settlement discussions.

HISTORY

		On November 12, 2015, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement (I&E) filed a Complaint against Bushkill Group, Inc. (Bushkill) alleging violations of the Gas and Hazardous Liquids Pipeline Act, 58 P.S. § 801.101.

		The Complaint was duly served on Bushkill, and on November 24, 2015, Bushkill requested an extension of time in which to file an Answer.  The requested extension was granted by the Secretary of the Commission.  Bushkill was afforded until December 16, 2015, to file an Answer.

		On December 16, 2015, Bushkill filed Preliminary Objections to the Complaint pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(a), contending that the Complaint lacked sufficient specificity and was legally insufficient.




		On December 22, 2015, I&E requested an extension of time in which to file an Answer to Bushkill’s Preliminary Objections.

		On December 22, 2015, the requested extension of time was granted by the Secretary of the Commission, affording I&E an extension until January 7, 2016, to file an Answer.

		On January 7, 2016, I&E filed an Answer to Bushkill’s Preliminary Objections contending that the Preliminary Objections were, in fact, New Matter that established the existence of a valid legal controversy.  I&E then Answered the Preliminary Objections as New Matter, essentially disagreeing with all of the relevant factual averments in the Preliminary Objections or casting those Objections as conclusions of law to which no Answer was necessary.

		A hearing notice was issued on January 27, 2016, setting a hearing for February 26, 2016, at the Commission’s Harrisburg Office.

		On February 22, 2016, the parties filed a Joint Motion for Continuance pending a ruling on Bushkill’s Preliminary Objections.

		On February 25, 2016, I issued an Order granting the Joint Motion.

		On August 16, 2017, a hearing Notice was issued setting October 4, 2017, as the date for a hearing in this case.

		On September 20, 2017, the parties renewed their Motion for Continuance.

		On November 16, 2017, a Prehearing Conference Notice was issued setting January 3, 2018, as the date for a prehearing conference.

		On January 3, 2018, a prehearing conference took place at the Commission’s Harrisburg Office.  An off the record discussion was held in which I suggested that the parties renew their discussions with a view to either settling the matter or providing a stipulation of facts to the extent possible.  The parties were receptive to this and were afforded until February 23, 2018, to hold discussions.

		On February 23, 2018, I received a joint status report from the parties in which they requested an additional sixty days to continue discussions.  I agreed to that extension of time. 

		On April 23, 2018, I received a further status report noting that the parties had met on March 28, 2018, and that progress was being made towards a potential resolution of this matter.  The parties requested another sixty day extension of time to continue settlement discussions.

DISCUSSION
		
		The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”   

		This case involves complex jurisdictional issues that are impacted by state and federal law.  It is in no way a reflection on the parties that this case has been on the docket since 2015, and I appreciate the willingness of the parties to continue their discussions.  However, the case must move towards resolution, whether by settlement or hearing.

		I am willing to grant a further continuance in this matter until the close of business on Friday, June 1, 2018.  I ask that the parties advise me by that date of the resolution of this matter with an appropriate filing, or provide a stipulation of facts to the extent practicable.  



ORDER


		THERFORE;

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That a further continuance is granted in this matter until June 1, 2018.


DATE:	 April 26, 2018						/s/			
							Dennis J. Buckley
							Administrative Law Judge
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