BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Brooke Zwerling




:








:


v.





:

F-2018-3000855







:

PECO Energy Company



:

INTERIM ORDER GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S

MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING


By Hearing Notice dated April 23, 2018, an Initial Hearing was scheduled in this matter for Tuesday, May 15, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. as part of a call-of-the-docket hearing schedule.  


On May 14, 2018, I received a faxed request for a continuance of the hearing from the Complainant, Brooke Zwerling.  As the basis for her request, Ms. Zwerling indicated her husband is currently in the hospital, and as a result, she would not be able to attend the hearing.  


Also on May 14, 2018, I received from Shawane L. Lee, counsel for PECO, PECO’s objection to the Complainant’s continuance request.  PECO maintained that the Complainant did not establish good cause to continue the hearing since she is the PECO ratepayer and her husband’s attendance is not required at the hearing.  


Paragraph 3 of my April 27, 2018, Prehearing Order advised the parties that, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b), “[a] request for a change of the scheduled hearing date must state the agreement or opposition of other parties, and must be submitted in writing no later than five (5) business days prior to the hearing.”  Paragraph 3 also advised the parties that “[c]hanges are granted only in a rare situation where good cause exists.”  



The Complainant provided very little information with her request.  She did not provide the name of the hospital where her husband had been admitted, she did not provide the date when he was admitted, nor did she provide any indication as to when he is expected to be released.  However, under the circumstances presented, I will grant her request for continuance.  A Notice canceling the current hearing date and rescheduling to a future date will be issued.  The parties are encouraged to continue talking with each other to resolve this matter or some portion thereof.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231).  
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED;

1. That the continuance requested by Brooke Zwerling in the matter of Brooke Zwerling v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. F-2018-3000855 is granted; and

2. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter and notify the parties in writing.  

Date:
May 15, 2018




/s/










Christopher P. Pell






Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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