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PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER#1
A telephonic prehearing conference was held on May 31, 2018.  Counsel representing Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), the Office of the Small Business Advocate, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Philadelphia Industrial and Commercial User Group participated in the discussion.  

This matter arose following an Order issued by the Commission at Docket Number R 2018-3000739 on May 17, 2018, which stated:

On March 23, 2018, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), Utility Code 125042, filed Supplement No. 111 to Gas Service Tariff -Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 to become effective May 22, 2018, containing proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations to create a voluntary Large Customer Transportation Service Tariff Rate.  The proposed rate is designed to provide additional optionality to eligible commercial and industrial customers.  Specifically, PGW states that the proposed rate is designed to reduce the potential for interruption compared to PGW’s Interruptible Transportation (IT) service, while preserving the company’s ability to interrupt load if needed to protect firm customers or in operational emergencies.  

. . .

Pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §1308(b), the filing will be suspended by operation of law on May 17, 2018, until November 19, 2018, unless permitted by Commission Order to become effective at an earlier date.  
This suspension date is reflected in PGW Supplement No. 112 to Gas Service Tariff Pa. P.U.C. No 2 filed by PGW on May 29, 2018.  
In a Prehearing Conference memorandum, PGW proposed a voluntary suspension of Supplement 111 until May 22, 2019.  The company also recognized that the proposed extension is beyond the full statutory suspension under 66 Pa.C.S. Section 1308(b) and that it would be noted in an additional tariff supplement filed by PGW. PGW is seeking this extension of the suspension period to allow the parties time to pursue settlement.  
Such an extension of the suspension period is extraordinary.  Furthermore, the Order issued by the Commission provides a suspension date of November 19, 2018, "unless permitted by Commission order to become effective at an earlier date."  Docket No. R-2018-3000739 (Opinion and Order entered May 17, 2018).  
However, none of the other parties opposed the proposed extension.  The party filing a Complaint in this matter, Philadelphia Industrial and Commercial Gas Users Group, indicated that a settlement is possible.  
The parties were given an informal extension of 90 days and directed to report the status of any settlement discussion within six-weeks, at which time this matter will be revisited, and a formal extension provided should the settlement discussions progress as to warrant such an extension.  
PGW was also advised to notify the Commission, in writing, of the proposed suspension date extension.  That written notice was filed with the Secretary's Bureau on June 1, 2018.  PGW is directed to file another tariff supplement with the suspension of Supplement 111 until February 19, 2019, unless permitted by Commission Order otherwise.  
THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the parties submit a joint status report no later than July 13, 2018.  
2.
That PGW file a tariff supplement which suspends operation of Supplement 111 until February 19, 2019, unless permitted by Commission Order otherwise.  

Date:
June 5, 2018





/s/










Darlene D. Heep
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