BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Alan C. Fitton						:		
							:
	v.				 		:		C-2018-3000665
							:
Pennsylvania-American Water Company		:



FIRST INTERIM ORDER
Granting Request to Continue 


On March 13, 2018, Alan C. Fitton (Mr. Fitton or Complainant) filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Pennsylvania-American Water Company (PAWC or Respondent) alleging a reliability, safety or quality problem involving repairs to a water shut-off valve and Complainant’s driveway.  Complainant requested the Commission order PAWC to fix the driveway.    

On April 12, 2018, Respondent filed its Answer and New Matter in which it admitted to replacing the curb box and shut-off valve in front of Complainant’s property in January 2011 but denied PAWC’s actions caused damage to Complainant’s property.  In New Matter, PAWC states actions must be brought within three years of the date the liability arose and the Commission is not empowered to award monetary damages.

On April 25, 2018, Mr. Fitton responded to the averments in PAWC’s New Matter.  Mr. Fitton contended he has been complaining for years and PAWC did not send the insurance inspector until many years after the original damage in 2011.  Mr. Fitton repeated his request to have PAWC restore his driveway to its original state so it is level, high enough to drain water into the street, and without uneven asphalt patches.     

On May 18, 2018, the Commission scheduled an Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing in this matter for Monday, June 25, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. from the Commission’s offices in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  On May 21, 2018, the presiding officer issued the Prehearing Order which notified the parties about procedural matters, including how to request a continuance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On June 5, 2018, PAWC sent a written request for a continuance.  Respondent contended its counsel and one witness would be unavailable on June 25, 2018.  PAWC requested the hearing be rescheduled approximately one month later.  PAWC asserted Mr. Fitton had no objection to the reschedule.  

Discussion

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §1.15, extensions of time may be granted by the presiding officer for good cause shown upon request by a party.  In this proceeding, PAWC has indicated its counsel and one witness are unavailable on June 25, 2018.  In addition, Mr. Fitton has no objection to the short continuance request.  A review of this request leads to the conclusion PAWC justified a need for a short continuance.  The short continuance is reasonable and sufficient cause exists, under the circumstances, to grant it.  Accordingly, the request will be granted.  

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1.	That the request of Pennsylvania-American Water Company for a continuance is granted.  
   
		2.	That the Office of Administrative Law Judge’s Scheduler will issue a notice to the parties which reschedules the Call-In Telephonic Hearing.  



Date:  June 7, 2018											
							Katrina L. Dunderdale
							Administrative Law Judge
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