BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Patrick Black						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3000864									:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



INTERIM ORDER


On March 28, 2018, Patrick Black filed a Complaint against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), at docket number C-2018-3000864.  In his Complaint, Mr. Black stated that PGW was threatening to shut off or has shut off his service and requested a payment arrangement.

On April 23, 2018, PGW filed an answer to the Complaint.  PGW admitted to threatening to terminate service at the service address due to Mr. Black’s alleged nonpayment of his past-due balance.  PGW requested that the Commission find against the Complainant and dismiss the Complaint.

By Hearing Notice issued April 30, 2018, an initial telephonic hearing for this case was scheduled for Wednesday, May 30, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., and the case was assigned to me.  A Prehearing Order was issued on May 1, 2018, setting forth various procedural rules that would govern the hearing, including the method by which one could obtain a continuance of the scheduled hearing date if needed.

By letter sent through the U.S. mail, Mr. Black made a request for continuance of the May 30, 2018 hearing.  The letter was received by the Office of Administrative Law Judge on May 24, 2018.  PGW objected to the request for continuance, alleging that Mr. Black has abused the Commission’s administrative processes to avoid termination of his gas service.

The request for continuance was granted by an Order issued May 30, 2018.  Due to concern over the objections made my PGW, I noted in the Order that no further continuances on Mr. Black’s behalf will be granted absent exigent circumstances.

By Hearing Notice, issued May 30, 2018, the May 30, 2018 hearing was cancelled and rescheduled to June 19, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.  A Second Prehearing Order was issued on June 1, 2018.

On the day of the hearing, June 19, 2018, the Office of Administrative Law Judge received a call from Mr. Black at approximately 8:46 a.m. stating that he could not make the hearing.  I placed a phone call to Mr. Black using the phone number he provided in his Complaint.  Mr. Black did not answer my phone call.  I left a voicemail, stating that the hearing would proceed as scheduled, and for Mr. Black to provide any documentation that he has evidencing the circumstances that prevent him from attending the hearing to myself and PGW.

The contact information for PGW is listed at the end of this Interim Order.  My contact information is as follows:

Alphonso Arnold III
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Office of Administrative Law Judge
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
Phone: 717.787.1399
Fax: 	717.787.0481

The hearing proceeded as scheduled.  The start of the hearing was delayed until approximately 10:19 a.m.  The Complainant did not appear for the hearing.  Attorney Graciela Christlieb was present at the hearing on behalf of the Respondent.  Attorney Christlieb made a Motion for the Complaint to be dismissed with prejudice for lack of prosecution.  Attorney Christlieb made a second Motion, requesting that the Commission issue an order precluding Mr. Black from filing further informal or formal Complaints on this matter until his balance of $17,855.39 was resolved.  I informed Attorney Christlieb that both Motions would be taken under advisement.

By 10:00 a.m., June 29, 2018, Patrick Black, is to submit documentation evidencing the circumstances that prevented him from attending the June 19, 2018 hearing.  Such documentation is to be sent to the undersigned Special Agent and to counsel for the Respondent.  Upon receiving such documentation, the undersigned will determine if exigent circumstances existed to excuse the Complainant from appearing at the scheduled hearing.  If it is determined that exigent circumstances existed, then a further telephonic hearing will be scheduled for this matter.  If it is determined that exigent circumstances did not exist, the record will be closed and an Initial Decision will be issued ruling upon PGW’s Motions.  If no documentation is received from the Complainant, then the record will be closed and an Initial Decision will be issued ruling upon PGW’s Motions.

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the record in Patrick Black v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-2018-3000864, shall remain open.

2. By 10:00 a.m., June 29, 2018, Patrick Black, is to submit documentation evidencing the circumstances that prevented him from attending the June 19, 2018 hearing.  

3. That a separate order will be issued granting a continuance or denying the continuance and closing the record.


Date:	June 19, 2018							/s/			
							Alphonso Arnold III
							Special Agent
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