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FIRST AMENDED PREHEARING ORDER


On March 16, 2018, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or the Company) filed Supplement No. 267 to its Tariff Gas – Pa. P.U.C. No. 9 (Supplement No. 267) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) and proposed a May 15, 2018 effective date.  In Supplement No. 267, the Company proposes to increase rates to produce additional overall revenues of approximately $46.9 million, or 8.16% over present revenues. Columbia also proposes to increase its residential monthly customer charge from $16.75 to $18.25.  Under the Company’s proposed rate increase, the total bill for a residential customer purchasing 70 therms of gas per month would increase from $91.63 to $99.88 per month, or by approximately 9%.  In addition, the proposed rate increase would produce an 8.10% overall rate of return on its original cost rate base, including a 10.95% return on common equity.  

On March 20, 2018, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a formal complaint in opposition to the Company’s proposed rate increase.  On March 22, 2018, the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a Notice of Appearance in this matter.  On March 28, 2018, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a formal complaint.  On March 30, 2018, Shipley Choice, LLC, Dominion Retail, Inc., and Direct Energy (the NGS Parties) filed a Petition to Intervene.  On April 4, 2018, the Community Action Association of 


Pennsylvania (CAAP) also filed a Petition to Intervene.  On April 6, 2018, the Pennsylvania State University (PSU) filed a formal complaint.  On April 9, 2018, the Columbia Industrial Intervenors (CII) filed a formal complaint.  On April 10, 2018, the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) filed a Petition to Intervene and Answer.  On April 16, 2018, Direct Energy Business, LLC and Direct Energy Business Marketing, LLC also filed a Petition to Intervene in this matter.

		On April 5, 2018, the Commission entered an Order suspending Supplement No. 267 until December 15, 2018, pursuant to Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 1308(d), and initiated an investigation into the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the proposed and existing rates, rules, and regulations.  The Company’s filing was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) and further assigned to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (presiding officer or ALJ).   

On April 10, 2018, a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice was issued scheduling the prehearing conference in this proceeding for April 18, 2018, at 9:00 a.m.  A prehearing conference order was entered on April 10, 2018, which required the parties, inter alia, to submit prehearing memoranda.  Prehearing memoranda was submitted by the parties prior to the prehearing conference in this proceeding.

A prehearing conference was held on April 16, 2018, as scheduled.  Counsel for the Company, I&E, OCA, OSBA, the NGS Parties, CAUSE-PA, CII, Direct Energy, and the PSU attended the conference.  







		On May 1, 2018, a Prehearing Order was entered providing for the following litigation schedule:

	Date
	Event

	
	

	April 18, 2018
	Prehearing Conference

	June 7, 2018
	Parties’ Written Direct Testimony  

	July 3, 2018
	Written Rebuttal Testimony 

	July 17, 2018
	Written Surrebuttal Testimony

	July 23, 2018
	Rejoinder Outline

	July 25-27, 2018,
August 6, 2018*
	
Evidentiary Hearings in Harrisburg

	August 16, 2018
	Main Briefs Due

	
August 31, 2018
	Reply Briefs Due or Submission of Joint Settlement Petition Executed by Representatives of All Parties, Together With All Parties’ Statements In Support of Settlement

	
	



*The August 6, 2018 hearing date is scheduled for the examination of OSBA Witness Knecht pursuant to the agreement of the parties at the prehearing conference. 

The Prehearing Order inadvertently omitted the agreement of the Parties that the deadline for surrebuttal testimony was July 17, 2018, except for OCA witness Colton, whose surrebuttal testimony is due on July 19, 2018.  Accordingly, the Prehearing Order will be amended to reflect the agreement of the Parties at the prehearing conference.	

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the Prehearing Order entered on May 1, 2018, is hereby amended to correct the terms of the litigation schedule regarding the deadline for surrebuttal testimony as set forth below.
That the deadline for surrebuttal testimony shall be July 17, 2018, except for OCA witness Colton, whose surrebuttal testimony is due on July 19, 2018. 	

That the Parties shall comply in all other respects with the terms of the Prehearing Order entered on May 1, 2018.

		

Date:  June 21, 2018						_____________________________
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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