BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Section 529 Investigation of 				:
North Heidelberg Sewer Company			:		I-2018-3001161



ORDER JOINING INDISPENSIBLE PARTIES


		By Order entered February 9, 2018 at Docket No. M-2018-2645983, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) appointed Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc. (Aqua) as receiver for the North Heidelberg Sewer Company (NHSC) and instituted an investigation under 66 Pa. C.S. § 529 for a determination as to whether a capable public utility should be ordered to acquire the NHSC system.  Section 529 authorizes the Commission to order a “capable public utility” to acquire a small troubled water or sewer system if it determines that certain requirements enumerated therein are demonstrated.  A capable public utility is defined in the statute as “A public utility which regularly provides the same type of service as the small water utility or the small sewer utility to 4,000 or more customer connections . . . .”  66 Pa. C.S. § 529(m).  
		
		In Pennsylvania, indispensable parties are those whose rights are so directly connected with and affected by the litigation that they must be parties of record to protect such rights.  See Pocono Pines Corp. v. Pa. Game Comm’n., Cmwlth. of Pa., 464 Pa. 17, 345 A.2d 709 (1975).  As noted, Aqua was ordered to serve as receiver of the NHSC system and, in fact, has been operating the system for several months.  Under Section 529, however, Pennsylvania American Water Company (PAWC) and Suez Water Pennsylvania, Inc. (Suez), as capable public utilities, are also eligible to be ordered by the Commission to acquire the NHSC system as part of the Section 529 investigation proceeding.  Accordingly, since PAWC and Suez may ultimately be ordered to acquire the NHSC system, it is necessary that they be joined as indispensable parties to this proceeding so that they may participate and protect their interests in this matter.        
		A prehearing conference has been scheduled in this proceeding for Tuesday, July 17, 2018, in Harrisburg, PA.  a Prehearing Conference Notice and a Prehearing Conference Order will be served on PAWC and Suez.  

	THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Pennsylvania American Water Company be joined as a party in the above-captioned proceeding.
2. That Suez Water Pennsylvania, Inc. be joined as a party in the above-captioned proceeding. 
3. That the Prehearing Conference Notice and the Prehearing Conference Order be served on Pennsylvania American Water Company and Suez Water Pennsylvania, Inc.



Dated:	June 25, 2018   	   			______________________________
							Steven K. Haas
							Administrative Law Judge         
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