BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Pennsylvania-American 		:		A-2018-3002437
Water Company-Wastewater, pursuant 		:
to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code,		:
66 Pa C.S. §1102(a), and 66 Pa. C.S. §1329 		:
for approval of (1) the transfer, by sale, of 		:
substantially all of the Township of Sadsbury's	:
assets, properties and rights related to its 		:
wastewater collection system to Pennsylvania	:
American Water Company, and (2) the rights	:
of Pennsylvania-American Water Company to	:
begin to offer or furnish wastewater service to	:
the public in a portion of the Township of 		:
Sadsbury, Chester County, Pennsylvania		:



PREHEARING ORDER

		On June 19, 2018, the Pennsylvania American Water company filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission ("Commission") an application seeking, Commission approval of PAWC's acquisition of the wastewater system of the Township of Sadsbury Chester County, Pennsylvania pursuant to the provisions of 66 Pa. C.S. §§ 1102 and 1329.  

		The Office of Consumer Advocate ("OCA") filed a Protest and Public
Statement on June 20, 2018. 

		Also on June 20, 2018, the Commission's Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement ("I&E") filed their Notice of Appearance. On June 29, 2018.

		Sadsbury filed a Petition to Intervene in this proceeding. There are no objects to granting the Petition.  

		On June 27, 2018, a Prehearing Conference Order was issued. and a telephonic prehearing conference was scheduled for July 25, 2018.  
		On July 10, 2018, PAWC filed a Petition for Protective Order.  There were no objections and the Protective Order was issued on July 12, 2018.

		Also on July 10, 2018, counsel for PAWC filed the Stipulation of the Parties Regarding Objections and Preservation of Issues.

		On July 11, 2018, counsel for PAWC filed the parties' Stipulation Regarding Discovery Rule Modifications.

		The parties submitted pre-hearing conference memorandums.

		A telephonic pre-hearing conference was held on July 25, 2018, as scheduled. Participating were counsel for PAWC, OCA, I&E and Sadsbury Township. 

		This order sets forth the procedural matters addressed at the pre-hearing conference. 
ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Petition to Intervene of Sadsbury Township is granted.

2. That the parties of record as of this date are PAWC, OCA, I&E and Sadsbury Township.


3. That the procedural schedule for this matter is as follows:

Non-Company Direct Testimony                              		 7/27
Rebuttal Testimony                                                       	 8/8
Surrebuttal Testimony                                                  	 8/17
Outline of Oral Rejoinder                                             	 8/20
Evidentiary Hearings (with Oral Rejoinder)          		 8/22-23
Main Briefs                                                                         	 9/6
Reply Briefs                                                                        	 9/14

4. That parties serve the undersigned directly (electronically at dheep@pa.gov as well as by hard copy) with any document you file in this proceeding.  

5. That parties may serve documents electronically by 4:30 p.m. to meet any required due date, with hard copy to follow by regular first-class mail, with the provision that large documents not able to be transmitted electronically may be hand-delivered to the parties located in Harrisburg on the due date and received the next business day by parties located outside Harrisburg.

6. That the most recent contact and service list is attached, and any changes should be sent to Ms. Diane Harvell, DHARVELL@pa.gov with a copy to all other parties.

7. That discovery shall be conducted according to the Commission’s rules and regulations (52 Pa.Code § 5.321 et seq.), in accordance with agreement among the parties subject to the following modifications:

a. Answers to written interrogatories shall be served in-hand within five (5) calendar days of service.

b. Objections to interrogatories shall be communicated orally within two (2) calendar days and in writing within three (3) calendar days of service of the interrogatories

c. Motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within two (2) calendar days of service of the written objections.

d. Answers to motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of
interrogatories shall be filed within two (2) calendar days of service of such motions.

e. Responses to requests for document production, entry for inspection, or other purposes must be served in-hand within five (5) calendar days.

f. Requests for admissions will be deemed admitted unless answered or denied within three (3) calendar days of service.

g. Discovery and all discovery-related pleadings, such as objections, motions, or answers, served after 12:00 noon on a Friday or after 12:00 noon the day before a holiday recognized by the Commission will be deemed to have been served on the following business day for purposes of tracking due dates.

h. The parties are directed to make every reasonable effort to comply with the discovery response times set forth in this agreement. In those instances when
compliance is not possible, despite a party's best efforts, the responding party shall so advise and the parties shall work together to address the requests and responses on a timely basis.

i. These discovery rule modifications are for the limited purpose of this proceeding and should not be viewed as binding, or otherwise limiting, upon positions taken by the parties in any other proceeding.
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8. That any party proposing adjustments is to use the OCA Table at Docket No. A-2017-2605434, Exhibit AEE-1S. 

9. That the parties are to confer amongst themselves in an attempt to resolve all or some of the issues associated with this proceeding.  The parties are reminded it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code §5.231(a).  If a settlement is reached, a joint settlement petition executed by representatives of all parties to be bound thereby, together with statements in support of settlement by all signatory parties, must be filed with the Secretary for the Commission and served on the presiding officers.

10. That the parties will consider filing Stipulations and Motions in Limine, if appropriate.

11. That the parties were advised that any objections and issues raised in previous proceedings that the parties wish to be considered in this matter must be presented and argued in these proceedings at a minimum in post-hearing briefs, with reference to their position in the previous proceedings and why relevant in the instant matter.  

12. That the parties shall comply with the procedural rules and regulations discussed herein.


Dated:	August 1, 2018					/s/			
						Darlene Davis Heep
						Administrative Law Judge
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