BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Diana Sabatine					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3002804
							:
West Penn Power Company				:
					


INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING IN PART COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO REPLY TO RESPONDENT’S ANSWER AND NEW MATTER AND PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Diana Sabatine (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company (Respondent or Company) dated June 18, 2018, alleging that Respondent threatened to shut off her electric service.  As relief, Complainant stated “I have medical condition(s) that will worsen from the installation of a smart meter”. 

On July 9, 2018, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter to the Complaint, essentially denying the material allegations set forth in the Complaint.  Respondent averred that Complainant has refused to allow the Company access to install a smart meter at Complainant’s home, which constitutes legal grounds to terminate electric service at the service location.  Respondent further avers it is required by Act 129 of 2008,[footnoteRef:1] to install the smart meter.    [1:  	66 Pa.C.S. Sections 2806.1, et seq.
] 


		On July 9, 2018, Respondent also filed preliminary objections to the Complaint.    

		Complainant filed a “Request for an Extension” dated July 16, 2018, seeking an extension of time of 120 days to file responses to the answer and new matter and preliminary objections filed by Respondent.  

		Respondent submitted a letter dated July 25, 2018 indicating that Respondent objected to the request for extension of 120 days but had no objection to an extension of 30 days, until August 10, 2018.

		Complainant filed an amended formal complaint dated July 27, 2018, which was served upon Respondent by letter dated July 30, 2018.

		A Motion Judge Assignment Notice was issued and received by the undersigned presiding officer on July 27, 2018, and assigned the undersigned presiding officer to this proceeding.

             	The filing of the amended complaint dated July 27, 2018 renders the preliminary objections dated July 9, 2018 and the request for an extension of time to respond to the preliminary objections and answer and new matter dated July 16, 2018, moot.
		
			Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered. 

		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
  
1. That Complainant’s request for an extension of time to file a response to the preliminary objections and answer and new matter filed by Respondent is rendered moot by the filing of an amended formal complaint dated July 27, 2018.

2. That Respondent’s preliminary objections filed on July 9, 2018 are   rendered moot by the filing of an amended formal complaint dated July 27, 2018.
3. That Respondent may file a responsive pleading, to include preliminary objections, answer and new matter to the amended formal complaint not later than August 24, 2018.

4. That in the event Respondent files a responsive pleading(s) to the amended formal complaint, Complainant shall be permitted to file a response to the pleadings filed by Respondent not later than September 21, 2018.  Copies of the responsive pleading shall be provided to counsel for Respondent and the undersigned presiding officer, contemporaneously with the filing of the responsive pleadings with the Commission’s Secretary.



Date:  August 7, 2018					____________________________________							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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