BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Sharon Snyder						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3003129
							:
Windstream Communications, Inc.			:



INTERIM ORDER
REQUIRING REPRESENTATION

		On June 19, 2018, Sharon Snyder filed a formal complaint against Windstream Communications, Inc. (Windstream).  The Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau served the complaint on Windstream on July 2, 2018.  An answer and preliminary objections were filed on behalf of Windstream by James Lloyd, counsel for Windstream Communications, LLC on July 10, 2018.  This matter was assigned to me for disposition on August 7, 2018.

[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: SearchTerm]Mr. Lloyd did not file a notice of appearance along with the answer and preliminary objections.  His mailing address is in Little Rock, Arkansas.  He did not identify himself as an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The Commission’s regulations provide that only an individual may represent themselves.[footnoteRef:1]  These regulations are consistent with the rules of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and may not be waived.[footnoteRef:2]  Pennsylvania courts have ruled that a corporation can only act through its agents and an agent representing it in court must be an attorney admitted to practice.[footnoteRef:3]  Accordingly, in order to participate further in these proceedings, Windstream, which appears to be a corporation, must be represented by counsel licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth. [footnoteRef:4]   [1:  	52 Pa.Code § 1.22(a). 
 ]  [2:   	Smaha v. Landy, 638 A.2d 392 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1994).
]  [3:   	Walcavge v. Excell 2000, Inc., 480 A.2d 281 (Pa.Super 1984).
]  [4:  	Cars R Us c/o Holman Copeland v. PGW, Docket No. C-2008-2033437 (Order entered February 4, 2010).] 

In the ordering paragraphs below, a ruling on the preliminary objections shall be held in abeyance until Windstream is appropriately represented. [footnoteRef:5]   In the event that no appearance is filed as set forth below, the preliminary objections shall be stricken, and the complaint will be set for hearing. [5:   	The Commission has on occasion admitted out-of-state attorneys pro hac vice in accordance with the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure, the rule is not intended to permit a practitioner who intends to practice in the Commonwealth on a regular basis to avoid admission to the Pennsylvania Bar.  See Pa.R.C.P. No. 1012.1(e), note (5).  ] 


THEREFORE

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That Windstream Communications, Inc. shall cause an attorney to enter an appearance in accordance with 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21-1.25, on or before August 24, 2018.

		2.	That a ruling on the preliminary objections filed on July 10, 2018 by Windstream Communications, Inc. is held in abeyance pending the entry of appearance of counsel as set forth in Paragraph 1 of this order.

		3.	In the event that no entry of appearance is filed by August 24, 2018, the preliminary objections of Windstream Communications, Inc. will be stricken, and this matter will be scheduled for a hearing.


[bookmark: _Hlk505862083]Date:  August 8, 2018							/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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