BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


	
Mary Benhayon					:
							:
		v.					:		C-2018-3003491
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:		



PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER


In accordance with the provisions of 66 Pa.C.S. § 333 and 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.221-5.224, the Commission has scheduled an initial call-in telephone prehearing conference in the above-captioned case at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 29, 2018.  This case is one of several similar “smart meter complaint” cases scheduled for a telephone prehearing conference at the same time.  An initial review of the Complaints referenced in Ordering Paragraph No. 2(a) below shows on the surface that the cases involve similar claims, similar requests for relief, an overlap of witnesses, legal issues, factual disputes, the same utility, etc.  In the interest of judicial efficiency, consolidation of all or some of these cases will be discussed at the prehearing conference pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.81.

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That an initial call-in telephone prehearing conference shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 29, 2018.  The toll-free bridge number is 1-855-750-1027, PIN No. 995371.  Failure to appear at and participate in the prehearing conference shall constitute a waiver of all objections to any agreements reached at the prehearing conference and a waiver of all objections to any order or ruling with respect to the agreements reached.  52 Pa.Code § 5.222(e).   

2.	That on or before Friday, August 24, 2018, the parties shall file and serve initial prehearing conference memoranda which shall include:

a.) A statement whether the parties are willing to consolidate the following “smart meter” complaints for the purpose of one hearing.

1) Nelson Hess v. PPL, C-2018-3003337
2) Brian Colella v. PPL, C-2018-3003179
3) Michele P. White v. PPL, C-2018-3003468
4) Michelle Kuntz v. PPL, C-2018-3003078
5) Thomas Maslar v. PPL, C-2018-3003075
6) Mary Benhayon v. PPL, C-2018-3003491

b.) Any requests for a Protective Order to keep confidential health records/testimony.

c.) Statement regarding possible settlement of the case, subject to approval of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

d.)	A proposed plan and schedule of discovery.

e.)	A proposed litigation schedule for the submission of written expert testimony, conducting an in-person hearing, and submission of briefs.

f.)	Names, business addresses, and telephone numbers of witnesses 	the party expects to call and the subject matter of each witness’ 	testimony.

g.)	A list of the issues and sub-issues of this proceeding which the 	party intends to address and a statement of the party’s position on 	each of the issues and sub-issues listed.

h.)	A statement describing the evidence the party proposes to present 	at hearing, relating the evidence to each of the issues and sub-	issues the party intends to address.

The parties are directed to work together prior to the prehearing conference to attempt to establish a mutually-acceptable litigation schedule for discussion during the conference. 

3.	That pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, if you are an individual, you may represent yourself or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall enter their appearance in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).

4.	That parties shall review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, in particular 52 Pa.Code § 5.222(d), which provides that parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  

5.	That the parties shall conduct discovery pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.321-5.373.  The parties shall cooperate and exchange information on an informal basis.  There are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.361, 5.371-5.372.

6.	That a request for a change of the scheduled initial prehearing conference date shall state the agreement or opposition of other party and shall be submitted in writing no later than five (5) days prior to the initial prehearing conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  Requests for change must be sent to the presiding officer, with copies to all parties of record.  The correct address is: 
	


	
Elizabeth H. Barnes
		Administrative Law Judge
		P.O. Box 3265 
		Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265
		Telephone:  (717) 783-1399
		Fax:  (717) 787-0481




Date: August 8, 2018							/s/				
							Elizabeth H. Barnes
							Administrative Law Judge
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