BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light Company	:		A-2018-3002896
filed pursuant to 52 PA Code Chapter 57		:		A-2018-3003113		 
Subchapter D with respect for approval to upgrade	:		A-2018-3003125		 
an existing 138 kV Ring Bus at Montour		:
Substation in Robinson Township, Allegheny	:
County and Applications to Purchase Property 	:			 
			


INTERIM ORDER
REASSIGNING APPLICATIONS

On June 19, 2018, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light) filed a letter of notification  pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 57.72(d), requesting approval from the Commission to upgrade the existing 138 kV ring bus scheme at the Montour Substation to a breaker and half bus scheme and upgrade existing structures, which was docketed at Docket No. A-2018-3002896.[footnoteRef:1] Also on June 19, 2018, Duquesne Light filed an “Application for Approval Pursuant to 66 Pa.C.S.A. § 1102(a)(3) for the Purchase of Two Parcels of Real Property on Forest Grove Road in Robinson Township, Pennsylvania.”  Attached to the application were confidential exhibits which contained letters of intent for the purchase of the parcels from the property owners, Jennifer L. Rubolino and Jason M. Rubolino.  This application was assigned two docket numbers[footnoteRef:2] and docketed as petitions for eminent domain.  The LON and applications to purchase property are referenced hereafter as the “Montour Substation Filing.”   [1:   	Hereafter referenced as “LON.”
]  [2:   	A-2018-3003113 and A-2018-3003125.] 


On July 2, 2018, the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (TUS) served its First Set of Data Requests on Duquesne Light in connection with the Montour Substation Filing.  On July 11,2018, Duquesne Light filed a replacement Section H to the LON, which included additional language required by the Commission’s regulations.  Duquesne Light filed a response to the data request on July 12, 2018. 
The Montour Substation Filing was assigned to me on July 2, 2018.  By hearing notice dated July 6, 2018, a call-in prehearing conference was scheduled to take place on August 14, 2018.  A prehearing conference order was issued on July 12, 2018, which directed the parties to file prehearing memoranda no later than August 13, 2018.  

Notice of the Montour Substation Filing and the prehearing conference were published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on July 21, 2018, which set a protest deadline of August 6, 2018.[footnoteRef:3]  No protests were filed. [3:   	48 Pa.B. 4372 (July 21, 2018).] 


Duquesne Light filed a timely prehearing memorandum.  No other party filed a memorandum.

The August 14, 2018 prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Attorneys Emily M. Farah and Donald R. Wagner appeared on behalf of Duquesne Light.  William P. Bresnahan, Esquire appeared on behalf of Jennifer Rubolino and Jason Rubolino (Property Owners).  Duquesne Light, noting that the Montour Substation Filing was unprotested, requested that this matter be transferred to TUS.  Duquesne Light would like to begin working on the project in October 2018.  The Property Owners did not object.

If no factual issue pertinent to the resolution of a case exists, a hearing is unnecessary.  66 Pa.C.S. § 703(a); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 557 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 548 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); S.M.E. Bessemer Cement, Inc. v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 540 A.2d 1006 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1988); White Oak Borough Authority v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 103 A.2d 502 (Pa.Super.1954).  Not conducting a hearing in these circumstances serves judicial economy by avoiding the time and cost of a hearing where no factual dispute exists. 

In this case there are no factual matters in dispute.  Duquesne Light has entered into agreements to purchase the necessary parcels of property from the Property Owners, therefore no exercise of eminent domain is necessary.  No protests have been filed and the Property Owners do not object to the transfer of the  Montour Substation Filing to TUS for further technical review.  There are no factual disputes that require a hearing to resolve.  I will therefore issue the following order reassigning these proceedings to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa.Code Chapter 57 Subchapter D with respect for approval to upgrade an existing 138 kV Ring Bus at Montour Substation in Robinson Township, Allegheny, Docket A-2018-3002896, is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action.

2.	That the Application of Duquesne Light Company for Approval Pursuant to 66 Pa.C.S.A. § 1102(a)(3) for the Purchase of Two Parcels of Real Property on Forest Grove Road in Robinson Township, Pennsylvania, at Docket Nos. A-2018-3003113 and A-2018-3003125, are reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action.
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							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge

2

[bookmark: _GoBack]A-2018-3002896 -Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light Company filed pursuant to 52 PA Code Chapter 57 Subchapter D with respect for approval to upgrade an existing 138 KV Ring Bus at Montour Substation in Robinson Township, Allegheny County.  

A-2018-3003113 - Application of Duquesne Light Company for approval of the purchase of real property of Jennifer Lynn Rubolino at 2092 Forest Grove Road, in Robinson Township, Coraopolis, Pa  

A-2018-3003125 - Application of Duquesne Light Company for approval to purchase real property from Jason M Rubolino at 2094 Forest Grove Road, Coraopolis, Robinson Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.  

Revised 8/14/18


William P Bresnahan Esquire
David L Nixon Esquire
Adam R Zinsser Esquire
Bresnahan Nixon & Finnegan PC
310 Grant Street Suite 2901
Pittsburgh PA 15219
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Representing Jennifer Rubolino and Jason Rubolino
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*Michael Zimmerman Esquire 
Duquesne Light Company 
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Pittsburgh PA 15219
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111 N. Sixth Street
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Accepts E-Service
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Rick Urbano - Chairman
Robinson Township Planning Commission
1000 Church Hill Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Allegheny County Planning Commission
Rich Fitzgerald - County Executive
Allegheny County
436 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Patrick McDonnell - Acting Secretary
Department of Environmental Protection
Rachel Carson State Office Building
400 Market Street
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Leslie S. Richards - Secretary
PA Department of Transportation
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Harrisburg, PA 17120

Nancy Moses - Chairman
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Donna Killingsworh - Manager Real Estate
Pittsburgh & Ohio Central RR Co, c/o Genesee & Wyoming Railroad Services, Inc.
13901 Sutton Park Dr., S Suite 160
Jacksonville, FL 32224

Donald Newman - Chairman of the Board
Allegheny County Conservation District
River Walk Corporate Center
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219

John Soprano - Director
Bureau of Enforcement and Investigation
Penn Center, 2601 N. 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Tanya J. McCloskey - Acting Consumer Advocate
Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street
Forum Place, 5th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923

John R. Evans - Small Business Advocate
Pennsylvania Office of Small Business
300 North Second Street, Suite 202
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Richard Kanaskie
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement
Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West
PO Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265








		
