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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIAPRIVATE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE







August 28, 2018
ALL PARTIES OF RECORD



Re:
Donna Bervinchak, Complainant 
v. 




PPL Electric Utilities, Respondent




Docket Number: C-2016-2572824




J. Jude Bervinchak, Complainant 







v. 





PPL Electric Utilities, Respondent





Docket Number: C-2016-2577527


On August 16, 2018, the Parties to the above captioned complaints were served with the Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), along with the enclosed Secretarial Letter indicating the period in which the Parties may file Exceptions and Reply Exceptions to the ALJ’s Initial Decision. The Parties have twenty (20) days from the date of service on the Secretarial Letter or until the close of business (4:30 p.m. EST) on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 to file Exceptions to the Initial Decision, and until the close of business on Monday, September 17, 2018 to file Reply Exceptions.  

On August 27, 2018, my office received copies of “Notice to Prevent Trespasses” (Notice) from the above-named Complainants.  The Notice was sent to the Members of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission by certified mail, with copies sent to the Secretary of the Commission and Counsel for Respondent PPL Electric Utilities (PPL).  

First, our review of the Complainants’ Notice revealed that the document sent to the Commissioners was not officially filed with the Commission.  Exceptions to an ALJ’s Decision must be filed in accordance with 52 Pa. Code Section 5.533. Therefore, the Notice sent to the Commissioners does not constitute the filing of Exceptions and it is rejected as unacceptable.  
The Complainants have until the close of business on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 to file timely Exceptions to the ALJ’s Decision as prescribed by 52 Pa. Code Section 5.533 of the Commission’s regulations, or the Complainants may forfeit their right to file timely exceptions.

Finally, the Notice sent to the Commissioners constituted an ex parte communication prohibited by Section 334(c) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code because the above captioned complaints are contested proceedings still pending before the Commission. Therefore, the Complainants are directed not to engage further in sending ex parte communications, but to file directly with the Secretary of the Commission.
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Sincerely,







Rosemary Chiavetta






Secretary

Enclosure:
Secretarial Letter dated August 16, 2018
cc:
All Parties of Record

Office of Special Assistants
_1019287137.doc
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