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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


September 4, 2018
Philip L. Bloch

341 Ridge Avenue

McSherrystown, PA  17344
    Re:  
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
:

Office of Consumer Advocate

:





Office of Small Business Advocate

: Docket Nos.
R-2018-2647577

Patricia Southorn



:

C-2018-3000582

The Pennsylvania State University

:

C-2018-3000779

Columbia Industrial Intervenors

:                       C-2018-3001034

G. Blair Bauer




:

C-2018-3001047

Philip L. Bloch



:                       C-2018-3001319

Robin A. Harrison



:

C-2018-3001634







:

C-2018-3002595


v.




:








:


Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

:


Petition of Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania,
:   Docket No. P-2018-2641257

Inc. For Authorization to Defer, For

:


Accounting Purposes, Certain Costs

:


Associated With a Prepayment to the

:


NiSource, Inc. Pension Trust


:


______________________________________________________________

Dear Mr. Bloch:

As you are aware, on March 16, 2018, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. filed with the Commission Supplement No. 267 to its Tariff Gas – Pa. P.U.C. No. 9 (Supplement No. 267 or base rate filing).  Supplement No. 267, issued March 16, 2018 and to be effective May 18, 2018, proposed an increase in revenues of approximately $46.9 million which represents an 8.16% increase in operating revenues based upon a pro forma fully projected future test year (FPFTY) ending December 31, 2019.  

On January 5, 2018, Columbia filed a Petition for Authorization to Defer, for Accounting Purposes, Certain Costs Associated with a Prepayment of $8,449,772 to the NiSource, Inc. Pension Trust, at Docket No. P-2018-2641257 (Accounting Deferral Petition).

In response to the filing by Columbia, on March 28, 2018 a formal complaint was filed by Patricia Southorn at Docket No. C-2018-3000779, a formal complaint was filed by G. Blair Bauer on April 19, 2018 at Docket No. C-2018-3001319; a formal complaint was filed by Philip L. Bloch on May 1, 2018 at Docket No. C-2018-3001634; and a formal complaint was filed by Robin A. Harrison on June 7, 2018 at Docket No. C-2018-3002595. 

On August 31,2018, the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA), Columbia Industrial Intervenors (CII)
,  Dominion Retail, Inc. (Dominion), Shipley Energy Company (Shipley), Interstate Gas Supply, Inc. (IGS)
,  Direct Energy Business, LLC, Direct Energy Services, LLC and Direct Energy Business Marketing, LLC (the Direct Energy Companies), Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA), Community Action Association of Pennsylvania (CAAP), Pennsylvania State University (PSU) and Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or the Company), active parties to the above-captioned proceedings (hereinafter collectively referred to as the Joint Petitioners), filed a Joint Petition for Partial Settlement (Settlement) and requested that the Commission approve the Settlement.  
As fully set forth and explained in the Settlement, the Joint Petitioners have agreed to a settlement of all but one issue in the above-captioned general base rate proceeding (the 2018 Base Rate Filing).  Among other provisions, the Settlement provides for increases in rates designed to produce $26 million in additional base rate revenue based upon the pro forma level of operations for the twelve months ended December 31, 2019.  The new rates would go into effect on December 16, 2018.  

The certificate of service attached to the Settlement indicates that a copy of the Joint Petition For Partial Settlement or Settlement was served upon you, as well as all of the parties.
 

I intend to consider and dispose of the by base rate filing and petition filed by Columbia, the Joint Petition For Partial Settlement or Settlement, all outstanding issues issue in the above-captioned general base rate proceeding as well as your formal complaint, through the preparation of a recommended decision in this matter.  

This correspondence is being sent to you, as an individual complainant in this proceeding, and copies of this letter are being provided to all parties of record.  I would ask that you please carefully review the Petition For Partial Settlement or Settlement filed on August 31, 2018, with regard to the proposed settlement.  If you have no specific objection to it, you need do nothing further.  If you do have a specific objection, however, you must file your objection in writing with the Secretary for the Commission at:






Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary






Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission






P.O. Box 3265






Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

You must also mail a copy of your objection to the parties named on the enclosed service list and the undersigned at the address stated above.  All objections must be received by all parties listed on the attached service list and the undersigned no later than 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 12, 2018.  Any objection received after that time will not be considered.  I will subsequently issue a Recommended Decision on whether the proposed settlement is in the public interest.    

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,













_______________________








Jeffrey A. Watson








Administrative Law Judge

Enclosure

cc:  Parties as set forth on attached service list.
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MICHAEL W HASSELL ESQUIRE 

LINDSAY A BERKSTRESSER ESQUIRE

POST & SCHELL PC

17 NORTH 2ND ST 

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717-612-6021
Accepts E-service

Representing Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

*THEODORE J GALLAGHER ESQUIRE

NICOLE M PALONEY ESQUIRE

NISOURCE CORPORATE 

SERVICES COMPANY

121 CHAMPION WAY SUITE 100

CANONSBURG PA  15317

724-416-6355
*Accepts E-service

Representing Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

DARRYL A LAWRENCE ESQUIRE

LAUREN M BURGE ESQUIRE

HAYLEY E DUNN ESQUIRE

OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE

555 WALNUT STREET 5TH FLOOR 

FORUM PLACE

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717-783-5048

Accepts E-service
Representing Office of Consumer Advocate
C-2018-3000582
ELIZABETH ROSE TRISCARI ESQUIRE

SHARON E WEBB ESQUIRE

OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE 

300 N 2ND ST STE 202

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717-783-2525

Representing Office of Small Business Advocate
C-2018-3000073

TODD S STEWART ESQUIRE 

HAWKE MCKEON AND SNISCAK LLP 

100 NORTH TENTH STREET 

HARRISBURG PA  17101 

717.236.1300 

Accepts E-Service 
Representing Shipley Choice, Dominion Retail, Inc., Direct Energy (NGS Parties) 

ERIKA L MCLAIN ESQUIRE

PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT

PO BOX 3265

HARRISBURG PA  17105-3265

717.783.6150
Accepts E-Service

ALESSANDRA HYLANDER ESQUIRE

CHARIS MINCAVAGE ESQUIRE

MCNEES WALLACE & NURICK LLC

100 PINE STREET

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717.237.5270

717.237.5437

Accepts E-Service

Representing Columbia Industrial Intervenors

C-2018-3001047

JOSEPH L VULLO ESQUIRE

BURKE VULLO REILLY ROBERTS

1460 WYOMING AVENUE

FORTY FORT PA  18704

570-288-6441

Accepts E-service

Representing Community Action Association of Pennsylvania (CAAP)

THOMAS J SNISCAK ESQUIRE

WILLIAM E LEHMAN ESQUIRE

WHITNEY E SNYDER ESQUIRE

HAWKE MCKEON & SNISCAK LLP

100 NORTH TENTH STREET

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717.236.1300 x 224

717.236.1300 x 248

717.236.1300 x 260

Accepts e-Service

Representing The Pennsylvania State University

C-2018-3001034

PATRICK M CICERO ESQUIRE

ELIZABETH R MARX ESQUIRE

KADEEM G MORRIS ESQUIRE

JOHN W SWEET ESQUIRE

PA UTILITY LAW PROJECT

118 LOCUST STREET

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717.236.9486

Representing Coalition for Affordable

Utility Services (CAUSE-PA)

Accepts e-Service

*DANIEL CLEARFIELD ESQUIRE

KRISTINE E MARSILIO ESQUIRE

ECKERT SEAMANS CHERIN & MELLOTT LLC

213 MARKET STREET 8TH FLOOR

HARRISBURG PA  17101

717.237.6000

717.237.6037

Representing Direct Energy Business, LLC, Direct Energy Services, LLC and Direct Energy Business Marketing, LLC

*Accepts e-Service

PATRICIA SOUTHORN

208 PARKSIDE LANE

PITTSBURGH PA  15236

C-2018-3000779

G BLAIR BAUER

657 MAPLE LANE

SEWICKLEY PA  15143

C-2018-3001319

PHILIP L BLOCH

341 RIDGE AVENUE

MCSHERRYSTOWN PA  17344

C-2018-3001634

ROBIN A HARRISON

1111 VINE STREET

 WEST NEWTON PA  15089

C-2018-3002595

� 	CII’s members are Glen-Gery Corporation, Knouse Foods Cooperative, Inc., and Hanover Foods Corporation.





� 	For purposes of this Settlement, Dominion, Shipley and IGS are referred to collectively as the NGS Parties.






