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INTERIM ORDER
ADMITTING THE JOINT PETITION FOR PARTIAL SETTLEMENT AND ATTACHED APPENDICES A THROUGH M, AND CLOSING THE HEARING RECORD IN THIS PROCEEDING


On March 16, 2018, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or the Company) filed Supplement No. 267 to its Tariff Gas – Pa. P.U.C. No. 9 (Supplement No. 267) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) and proposed a May 15, 2018 effective date.      

On March 20, 2018, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a formal complaint in opposition to the Company’s proposed rate increase.  On March 22, 2018, the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a Notice of Appearance in this matter.  On March 28, 2018, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a formal complaint.  On March 30, 2018, Shipley Choice, LLC, Dominion Retail, Inc., and Direct Energy (the NGS Parties) filed a Petition to Intervene.  On April 4, 2018, the Community Action Association of 
Pennsylvania (CAAP) also filed a Petition to Intervene.  On April 6, 2018, The Pennsylvania State University (PSU) filed a formal complaint.  On April 9, 2018, the Columbia Industrial Intervenors (CII) filed a formal complaint.  On April 10, 2018, the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) filed a Petition to Intervene and Answer.  On April 16, 2018, Direct Energy Business, LLC and Direct Energy Business Marketing, LLC also filed a Petition to Intervene in this matter.

		On April 5, 2018, the Commission entered an Order suspending Supplement No. 267 until December 16, 2018, pursuant to Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 1308(d), and initiated an investigation into the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the proposed and existing rates, rules, and regulations.  The Company’s filing was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) and further assigned to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (presiding officer or ALJ).   

On April 10, 2018, a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice was issued scheduling the prehearing conference in this proceeding for April 18, 2018, at 9:00 a.m.  A prehearing conference order was entered on April 10, 2018, which required the Parties, inter alia, to submit prehearing memoranda.  Prehearing memoranda was submitted by the Parties prior to the prehearing conference in this proceeding.

A prehearing conference was held on April 16, 2018, as scheduled.  Counsel for the Company, I&E, OCA, OSBA, the NGS Parties, CAUSE-PA, CII, Direct Energy, and PSU attended the conference.  

The evidentiary hearing was scheduled for July 25-27, 2018, and August 6, 2018.  An interim order was entered on June 21, 2018 amending the Prehearing Order entered on May 1, 2018, to provide the deadline for surrebuttal testimony of July 17, 2018, except for OCA witness Colton, whose surrebuttal testimony was due on July 19, 2018. 	
Prior to the hearing, on July 23, 2018, the undersigned presiding officer was advised that the Parties did not need three days in order to complete testimony during the week of July 23, 2018, accordingly, the undersigned presiding officer cancelled the hearing scheduled for July 25, 2018 and advised the Parties that the hearing would begin on July 26, 2018. 

Subsequent to the prehearing conference, but prior to the commencement of the evidentiary hearing, additional complaints were filed.  On March 28, 2018 a formal complaint was filed by Patricia Southorn at Docket No. C-2018-3000779.  On April 19, 2018 a formal complaint was filed by G. Blair Bauer at Docket No. C-2018-3001319; a formal complaint was filed by Philip L. Bloch on May 1, 2018 at Docket No. C-2018-3001634; and a formal complaint was filed by Robin A. Harrison on June 7, 2018 at Docket No. C-2018-3002595. 

The evidentiary hearing was commenced on July 26, 2018.  Counsel for the Company, I&E, OCA, OSBA, the NGS Parties, CAUSE-PA, CII, Direct Energy, and The Pennsylvania State University attended the hearing.  Without any objection, the formal complaints filed by G. Blair Bauer at Docket No. C-2018-3001319; by Philip L. Bloch at Docket No. C-2018-3001634; and by Robin A. Harrison at Docket No. C-2018-3002595 were consolidated with the base rate case proceeding filed at Docket No. R-2018-2647577.  At the hearing, Counsel for the Company represented that the Parties settled in principal all but one issue in this proceeding and the Parties had reached an agreement regarding the admission of evidence and the waiver of cross examination at the hearing.  Evidence was received and the hearing was concluded on July 26, 2018.  

On July 27, 2018, an interim order was entered consolidating the formal complaints filed by G. Blair Bauer at Docket No. C-2018-3001319; by Philip L. Bloch at Docket No. C-2018-3001634; and by Robin A. Harrison at Docket No. C-2018-3002595.  In addition, the hearings scheduled for July 27, 2018 and August 6, 2018 were cancelled. 	


On August 31, 2018, I&E, OCA, OSBA, CII,[footnoteRef:1] Dominion, Shipley, IGS,[footnoteRef:2] the Direct Energy Companies, CAUSE-PA, CAAP, PSU and Columbia (hereinafter collectively referred to as the Joint Petitioners), filed a Joint Petition for Partial Settlement (Settlement) and requested that the Commission approve the Settlement.  The Joint Petition included the tariff supplements and statements in support of Settlement filed by I&E, OCA, OSBA, CII, Dominion, Shipley, IGS, the Direct Energy Companies, CAUSE-PA, CAAP, PSU and Columbia attached to the Settlement as Appendices A through M.  The Settlement was agreed to or not opposed by all active parties in this proceeding.[footnoteRef:3]  (Joint Petition, p. 2.) [1:  	CII’s members are Glen-Gery Corporation, Knouse Foods Cooperative, Inc., and Hanover Foods Corporation.  
]  [2:  	For purposes of the Settlement, Dominion, Shipley and IGS are referred to collectively as the NGS Parties.
]  [3:  	Four individual Columbia customers filed Formal Complaints against the Company’s proposed rate increase.  However, the customers did not attend the prehearing conference, did not file testimony, and did not otherwise actively participate in this matter.  As indicated on the Certificate of Service, Columbia is serving a copy of the Settlement on the inactive customer Complainants.] 


On September 4, 2018, written notice was provided to Complainants G. Blair Bauer, Philip L. Bloch, Robin A. Harrison and Patricia Southorn, (individual Complainants) by the undersigned presiding officer acknowledging that they were listed on the certificate of service attached to the Joint Petition.  The notice advised the individual Complainants to carefully review the Petition For Partial Settlement or Settlement filed on August 31, 2018, with regard to the proposed settlement.  The individual Complainants were advised that they must file any objection to the Settlement in writing with the Secretary for the Commission and that all objections must be received by all parties listed on the service list and the undersigned presiding officer no later than 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 12, 2018.  The individual Complainants were advised that any objection received after that time would not be considered.      

No objection was received by the undersigned presiding officer from Complainants Patricia Southorn, G. Blair Bauer, Philip L. Bloch, and Robin A. Harrison on or before September 12, 2018.


Under the circumstances, the following order is appropriate. 

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the Joint Petition for Partial Settlement filed on August 31, 2018, by the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, Columbia Industrial Intervenors, Dominion Retail, Inc., Shipley Energy Company, Interstate Gas Supply, Inc., Direct Energy Companies, Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania, Community Action Association of Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania State University and Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. attached as Appendices A through M are hereby admitted into the record in this proceeding.

That the hearing record in this proceeding is hereby closed.
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:  September 17, 2018					_____________________________
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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