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PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Natalie Leon et al.					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3000961
							:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:



FIRST INTERIM ORDER
STAYING PROCEEDING 

HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS

		On April 4, 2018, Natalie Leon, Jaime Wagner, Louise Sell, Christopher Cratsley and James Rauber (Complainants) filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA) at Docket No. C-2018-3000961.  Complainants assert, among other things, that PWSA is responsible for maintenance and repair of the sewer line that serves their respective properties.  PWSA filed an Answer with New Matter and Preliminary Objections to the complaint on April 24, 2018.  PWSA denies that the sewer line in question is a public sewer line and further denies any repair or maintenance responsibility for the sewer line.    

On May 7, 2018, Complainants filed an Amended Formal Complaint with a notice to plead attached thereto.  On May 16, 2018, Complainants filed a Reply to New Matter.  

The Preliminary Objections were assigned to me for disposition on May 9, 2018.

On June 6, 2018, PWSA filed an Answer and New Matter and Preliminary
Objections to the Amended Formal Complaint.  On June 20, 2018, Complainants filed a Second Amended Formal Complaint.  On July 18, 2018, PWSA filed an Answer and New Matter to the Second Amended Complaint and Preliminary Objections to the Second Amended Complaint.  In addition, on July 18, 2018, PWSA filed a Motion for a Scheduling Order (Motion).   In the Motion, PWSA requested an interim scheduling order so as to permit the presiding Administrative Law Judge to decide issues raised by PWSA in its Preliminary Objections and to preclude the filing of an amended complaint until after decisions are made on the Preliminary Objections; and to grant any other relief in favor of PWSA that is deemed in the public interest.       

		On July 30, 2018, Complainants filed a Third Amended Complaint.   

On August 6, 2018, Complainants filed Objections to PWSA’s Motion.

On August 27, 2018, PWSA filed an Answer and New Matter and Preliminary 
Objections to the Third Amended Complaint.  

		On September 7, 2018, Complainants filed a Fourth Amended Complainant.  

DISCUSSION

		On October 2, 2017, the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) issued an administrative decision finding that the sewer line, which is the subject of this proceeding (the disputed line), is a public line and that PWSA is responsible for repairing and maintaining the disputed line.  PWSA filed a notice of appeal regarding the decision of the ACHD with the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania at Docket No. SA-17-886.  The matter is currently pending before the Honorable Robert Colville.  On April 24, 2018, the caption at Docket No. SA-17-886 was amended to add Complainants as Intervenors in that proceeding.  The issue of whether the disputed line is, in fact, a public sewer line is the issue being considered by the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County.  It is also the threshold issue in this formal complaint proceeding.  In the ordering paragraphs to follow, the instant complaint proceeding will be stayed, pending a decision by the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, in the matter at Docket No. SA-17-886.  		 

[bookmark: _Hlk505846389][bookmark: _Hlk505846268]   
THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the formal complaint of Natalie Leon, et al. v. Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority at Docket No. C-2018-3000961 is stayed pending disposition by the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania in the matter at Docket No. SA-17-886.  

		2.	That Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority may file responsive pleadings to Complainants’ Fourth Amended Complaint within twenty (20) days of the entry of a final order by the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania in the matter at Docket No. SA-17-886.  	

		3.	That Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority shall file and serve a written report detailing the procedural status and litigation schedule for the matter at Docket No. SA-17-886 with the Commission’s Secretary within thirty (30) days of the date of this order.  


Date:  September 21, 2018						/s/				
							Mark A. Hoyer
[bookmark: _GoBack]							Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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