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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

History of the Proceeding 

On June 19, 2018, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light), Utility Code 110150, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation and an Application (Application) for approval pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 1102(a)(3) for the acquisition of certain real property.  
Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Allegheny County Commissioners, and Robinson Township, et al.  Notice of the Application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on July 21, 2018, at 48 Pa.B. 4372.  Protests and petitions to intervene were due on or before August 6, 2018.  No protests or petitions to intervene were filed.


On August 14, 2018, the Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge held a pre-hearing conference for the LON and Application.  No parties, other than Duquesne Light, appeared at the Prehearing Conference.  No hearings were held.  In an Order dated August 14, 2018, Administrative Law Judge Mary D. Long determined that the LON and Application were unopposed and reassigned the filings to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for appropriate action.

Letter of Notification


Duquesne Light states that the proposed project (Proposed Project) consists of relocating approximately 0.49 miles of existing 138 kV transmission lines and the installation of approximately 0.34 miles of temporary 138 kV transmission lines in Robinson Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.  Duquesne Light states that the relocation of the Z-24, Z-44, and Z-45 138 kV transmission lines is needed to facilitate enhancement of the Montour Substation’s operability and replacement of aging substation equipment.  The temporary lines are needed to maintain power to the substation while the transmission lines are relocated.  Duquesne Light states that the Proposed Project is part of a larger overall project which will reconfigure the Montour Substation from a ring bus scheme to a breaker and a half scheme.  
The larger overall project consists of upgrading the existing 138 kV ring bus scheme at the Montour Substation to a breaker and a half bus scheme and upgrading associated structures, including: new breakers, disconnects, relays, control cables and other associated facilities.  Duquesne Light submits that the larger overall project’s purpose is to enhance the reliability of the 138 kV transmission system and increase the reliability of the 23 kV assets by modernizing the existing electrical infrastructure.

Duquesne Light states that a benefit of the overall project is that only one element, transmission line or transformer, will be attached to each bus and that only one element will be impacted by an unplanned outage.  Duquesne Light states that it will be able to remove any circuit breaker for maintenance purposes without interrupting supply to the other circuits or transformers.  The upgraded protection equipment will enable the Montour Substation to achieve higher facility ratings thereby promoting reliability and operational flexibility.  Duquesne Light further states that the overall project also replaces distribution facilities of which a portion are included in its Long-Term Infrastructure Improvement Plan.

In support of the Proposed Project, Duquesne Light states that the current substation configuration requires multiple transmission lines and transformers be removed from service for planned and unplanned outages and that a fault on a distribution transformer will remove certain bulk electric system facilities from service.  Duquesne Light further states that the configuration enabling this scenario does not conform to utility best practices.  
Duquesne Light states that the existing Montour Substation serves approximately 34,600 customers including 19 critical customers.  Duquesne Light submits that the Montour Substation was constructed in the 1950s and that the majority of the substation equipment, including breakers, disconnect switches, and relays were manufactured between the 1950s and 1970s.  Duquesne Light further states that these components have an expected lifespan of approximately 30 to 40 years.  

Additionally, over the past five years, the Z-24 and Z-44 transmission lines have had a combined total of 66 operations of which five were unplanned and resulted in the loss of their associated transformer.  Duquesne Light further states that during one of these events, a planned transformer outage and unplanned line outage occurred simultaneously resulting in the loss of both Montour Substation transformers.  However, due to light loading conditions at the time, the load was able to be transferred and no customers were directly impacted.  Duquesne Light states that to address these issues it will reconfigure the scheme at the Montour Substation.
Duquesne Light states that the relocation consists of approximately 0.19 miles of the Z-24 line, 0.19 miles of the Z-44 transmission line, and 0.11 miles of the Z-45 transmission line.  Duquesne Light further states that the lines will be shifted to enter the substation at a different location and that the overall length of the transmission lines will be shortened.  
Duquesne Light states that to facilitate the relocation of existing lines and installation of temporary lines it will install five new monopoles and seven temporary wood pole structures and remove five existing structures.  The new monopoles and temporary wood structures will range from 52 to 95 feet in height and the existing structures to be removed range from approximately 65 to 93 feet in height.  The temporary lines will remain in place for up to 19 months.  
  Duquesne Light states that the Proposed Project will be designed and installed on existing property for the Montour Substation and on real estate to be acquired by Duquesne Light.  Duquesne Light maintains the Proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds the requirements specified in the National Electrical Safety Code, Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety standards, and all applicable legal requirements.  The Proposed Project will be completed in three phases with construction anticipated to commence in October 2018 and a proposed in-service date for all three phases of December 31, 2020.

Duquesne Light states that the total estimated cost for the larger transmission and distribution project is $15.6 million.  The project cost related to the LON and associated transmission substation work is approximately $6.42 million and all costs will be paid for by Duquesne Light.
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing

transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 


levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 


HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size,
character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

The formal Duquesne Light LON and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the proposed project relocates existing and constructs new temporary 138 kV transmission lines which are less than 2 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the LON filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, finds approval of the LON to be in the public interest.  
Acquisition of Real Property

Duquesne Light also requests approval to acquire certain real property needed to improve access to the Montour Substation.  As part of the Proposed Project, Duquesne Light proposes to acquire two parcels of real estate for the location and construction of a new section of access road for the Montour Substation.  Duquesne Light states that the two parcels are currently encumbered by distribution rights-of-way.

Duquesne Light states that the existing access road to the Montour Substation would need to be modified due to the Proposed Project.  These modifications would require the road to be a 12 percent grade.  Duquesne Light states that to enhance safety and accessibility it intends to purchase two nearby parcels for construction of an access road with less than a five percent grade.  Duquesne Light further states that the two parcels are approximately 0.92 acres and 3.86 acres in size. 

Duquesne Light states that it obtained appraisals for the two parcels.  However, Duquesne Light did not have access to the interior of the properties and relied on appraisals provided by the property owners.  Duquesne Light states that it agreed to pay the appraised value of the property, plus a flat amount to compensate the owners for packing, moving, appraisals and other expenses.  Duquesne Light further states that the two parcels are not condemnable and that it believes the purchase price is appropriate because it mitigates legal expenses by allowing Duquesne Light to reach a resolution with the sellers. 

Duquesne Light states that the transfer of real property is necessary for the service, accommodation, and convenience of the public, because the acquisition is needed to improve access to the Montour Substation. 
We agree with Duquesne Light that the Application does not appear to be unreasonable or contrary to the public interest and that the acquisition of certain real estate assets is needed to improve access to the Montour Substation.  Therefore, we grant approval of the Application to acquire certain real estate assets as necessary for Duquesne Light to construct, own, operate and maintain the Proposed Project.
We note that our approval of the LON and Application do not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company, for approval to relocate existing and construct new temporary 138 kV transmission lines in Robinson Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That upon completion of the subject project, Duquesne Light Company shall file the final project costs with the Commission.
3. That the Application of Duquesne Light Company for approval to purchase two parcels of real property on Forest Grove Road in Robinson Township, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.

4. That a Certificate of Public Convenience be issued pursuant to 66 Pa. 
C.S. § 1102(a)(3) authorizing Duquesne Light Company to acquire certain real property needed to improve access to the Montour Substation.
5. That the proceedings at Docket Nos. A-2018-3003113 and A-2018-3003125 be closed.

6. That upon completion of Ordering Paragraph 2, the proceeding at Docket 
No. A-2018-3002896 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: October 4, 2018
ORDER ENTERED: October 4, 2018
� P-2016-2540046, Petition of Duquesne Light Company for Approval of its Long-Term Infrastructure Improvement Plan for Period January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2022, Order entered September 15, 2016.
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