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P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	





IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE







October 26, 2018

Docket Nos. A-2018-3005309
A-2018-3005312
Utility Code:  3121471
PAMELA C POLACEK, ESQUIRE
MCNEES WALLACE AND NURICK LLC
100 PINE STREET PO BOX 1166
HARRISBURG PA 17108-1166

Re:	Tri-Co Connections, LLC
Application for Approval to Offer, Render, Furnish or Supply Telecommunications Services to the Public in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Dear Ms. Polacek: 

[bookmark: _Hlk527380057]Receipt is acknowledged of the Application of Tri-Co Connections, LLC (Applicant), filed September 27, 2018, for approval to offer, render, furnish or supply telecommunications services to the public in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC) in the service territories of Verizon Pennsylvania LLC; Verizon North LLC; Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company; Frontier Communications of Canton, LLC; Frontier Communications of Oswayo River, LLC; North Penn Telephone Company; and Windstream Pennsylvania, LLC, and as an Interexchange Carrier Reseller (IXC-R) (statewide).  The Application has been reviewed and found to be in compliance with the Commission’s filing requirements as set out in Re: Implementation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Docket No. M-00960799 (Implementation Order: June 3, 1996; and Implementation Reconsideration Order: September 9, 1996) (Implementation Orders).

Pursuant to the Implementation Orders, the Applicant now has provisional authority to provide telecommunications services in Pennsylvania as a CLEC in the service territories of Verizon Pennsylvania LLC and Verizon North LLC pursuant to its proposed CLEC tariff and as an IXC-R.[footnoteRef:1]  However, this provisional authority may be revoked if, upon further Commission review, the Application is found to contain deficiencies.   [1:  Tri-Co Connections, LLC has opted to operate as a detariffed IXC-R.] 

Further, provisional authority carries certain obligations[footnoteRef:2] such as filing an Annual Access Line Summary Report as well as collection and remittance of funds to certain entities, e.g., County 9-1-1 fees, PA Telecommunications Relay Service surcharges, etc.  A list of reporting requirements maybe found on our website at:  http://www.puc.pa.gov/telecom/docs/Reporting_Requirements.docx [2:  The requirement to collect and remit 9-1-1 fees and TRS surcharges applies to all CLECs regardless of whether the CLEC operates as a reseller or as facilities-based.] 

The Application, as it pertains to CLEC authority in the service territories of rural incumbent local exchange carriers (RLECs) is not eligible for provisional authority under the aforementioned Implementation Orders.  Therefore, CLEC provisional authority is only granted concerning CLEC services in the service territories of Verizon North LLC and Verizon Pennsylvania LLC.  
Pursuant to the Secretary’s discretion, Applicant’s request for a waiver is granted concerning publication in newspapers of general circulation in the applicable RLEC service territories.  Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.14, the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau will proceed with publishing the attached notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This notice will appear in the Saturday, November 10, 2018 issue. Protests and petitions to intervene are due to be filed no later than Monday, November 26, 2018. A copy of the publication notice is enclosed.
The authorities and docket numbers assigned to this Application are as follows:
	Docket No.
	Application

	
A-2018-3005309
	
CLEC - Service territories of Verizon Pennsylvania LLC; Verizon North LLC; Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company; Frontier Communications of Canton, LLC; Frontier Communications of Oswayo River, LLC; North Penn Telephone Company; and Windstream Pennsylvania, LLC

	
A-2018-3005312
	
IXC-R (detariffed, statewide)



This matter is being referred to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services for analysis and to schedule it for consideration by the Commission at Public Meeting.  Questions concerning this letter may be directed to Bryan Mahla, Bureau of Technical Utility Services at (717) 787-6381 or bmahla@pa.gov. 
[image: ]Sincerely,



Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

cc:	Service List
2

Service List


	Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street
5th Floor Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923

	Office of Attorney General
Office of Consumer Protection
14th Floor Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA  17120


	Office of Small Business Advocate
Commerce Building, Suite 202
300 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

	Verizon 
c/o Philip J Wood Jr. 
417 Walnut St. 1st Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

	North Penn Telephone Company
c/o Tom Prestigiacomo
4145 Route 549
Mansfield, PA 16933-9621
	Windstream Pennsylvania, LLC
c/o S. Lynn Hughes
4001 Rodney Parham Road
Mailstop:  B1F02-1221A
Little Rock, AR 72212


	[bookmark: _Hlk527381853]Frontier Communications 
c/o Michael P. Sharry
100 CTE Drive
Dallas, PA 18612

	

	
	






















PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED

Application of Tri-Co Connections, LLC for Approval to Offer, Render, Furnish or Supply Telecommunications Services to the Public as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier in the Service Territories of Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company; Frontier Communications of Canton, LLC; Frontier Communications of Oswayo River, LLC; North Penn Telephone Company; and Windstream Pennsylvania, LLC.  
Docket Number:  A‑2018-3005309.		________________________________________________
           	


Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code, on or before November 26, 2018.  All filings must be made with the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA  17120, with a copy served on the Applicant.  The documents filed in support of the Application are available for inspection and copying at the Office of the Secretary between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, on the Commission's website at www.puc.pa.gov, and at the Applicant's business address.

		Applicant:

		Tri-Co Connections, LLC
					
		Through and By Counsel:

Pamela C. Polacek, Esquire
McNees Wallace & Nurick, LLC
100 Pine Street 
P.O. Box 1166
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166


[image: ]								BY THE COMMISSION:



								Rosemary Chiavetta
								Secretary
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