[bookmark: _Hlk529256586]BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


[bookmark: _GoBack]Application of National Fuel Gas Distribution 	:		A-2018-3005258
Corporation for approval of the Abandonment 	:
of service to Three (3) Natural Gas Service 		:
Customers located in Scrubgrass Township, 		:
Venango County, PA					:

John A. Smith, Jr.					:		
							:		
	v.						:		C-2018-3003081		 
							:
National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation		:



INTERIM ORDER
CONSOLIDATING CASES AND DIRECTING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE

	On June 14, 2018, John A. Smith, Jr. (Complainant) filed a formal complaint against National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (NFG), alleging that NFG had determined to abandon gas service to his residence.  As relief, the Complainant seeks reconsideration of NFG’s determination.  NFG filed a motion for a stay on July 17, 2018, noting that NFG is in the process of preparing a formal application to abandon service to three customers, including the Complainant.  By letter date July 20, 2018, the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau granted NFG’s request for a 15-day extension of time in which to file its answer.  On July 31, 2018, NFG filed an answer to the complaint, wherein it admitted that it had notified the Complainant of its intent to abandon service to him and noting the pending application to abandon which will be filed with the Commission.  This matter was assigned to me on August 13, 2018.

	A prehearing conference was held on August 29, 2018.  Counsel for NFG represented that NFG was finalizing its offers to affected landowners for conversion to an alternate energy source.  Upon the conclusion of that process, NFG anticipates filing a formal application for abandonment with the Commission in the next month or so.  NFG also represented that it would not terminate service to the Complainant until the Commission had rendered a decision on the application to abandon.   By interim order dated August 29, 2018, the proceedings were stayed, pending the filing of the application to abandon service.

	On October 5, 2018, NFG filed its application to abandon service to Mr. Smith and two additional customers.  Mr. Smith and the two additional customers were served with copies of the application.  Notice of the application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on October 20, 2018, and required protests to be filed on or before November 5, 2018.

	In the ordering paragraphs below, the complaint of Mr. Smith will be formally consolidated with NFG’s application to abandon service.  A prehearing conference will be scheduled to elect a date for an evidentiary hearing and discuss the likelihood of resolution of the dispute.

  	THEREFORE

	IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the stay of proceedings at Docket C-2018-3003081, is hereby lifted.

	2.	That the formal complaint of John A. Smith, Jr. at Docket C-2018-3003081 is hereby consolidated with the Application for Approval of Abandonment of Service, at Docket A-2018-3005258.

	3.	That a call-in prehearing conference is scheduled for Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.  The parties shall be prepared to discuss a date for an evidentiary hearing and prospects for settlement.


Date:  November 6, 2018						/s/				
						Mary D. Long
						Administrative Law Judge
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