BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Agnes and Steve Atuahene				:
							:
	v.						:		F-2018-3004665
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER REGARDING THE COMPLAINANTS’ REQUEST 
FOR LEAVE TO CONDUCT DISCOVERY AND A 
CONTINUANCE OF THE SCHEDULED HEARING

On September 12, 2018, Agnes and Steve Atuahene filed a formal Complaint against Philadelphia Gas Works, alleging that there are incorrect charges on their gas bills from the Respondent.

The present Complaint is a timely appeal of the decision issued by the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS), BCS Case No. 3595807.

On October 4, 2018, Respondent filed an Answer denying the material allegations of the Complaint.

A Hearing Notice dated October 15, 2018, notified the parties that an initial hearing was scheduled in this matter for Tuesday, November 27, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. 

A Prehearing Order was issued on November 5, 2018, advising the parties of the date and time of the scheduled hearing, informing them of the procedures applicable to the proceeding, and directing the submission of documents prior to the hearing.

On November 13, 2018, the Complainants submitted an Application for Leave to Conduct Discovery[footnoteRef:1] as well as a request to continue the scheduled hearing for a period of 30-45 days in order to conduct said discovery.   [1:   	No such application or permission is necessary in a formal proceeding before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.  In fact the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b) instruct parties to initiate discovery as early in the proceedings as reasonably possible.  “In a proceeding, the right to discovery commences when a complaint, protest or other adverse pleading is filed...”  52 Pa.Code§ 5.331(b).  (Emphasis added).
] 


By letter dated November 14, 2018, counsel for PGW, Laureto Farinas, Esq., indicated that PGW has no objections to the Complainants’ request for a continuance of the hearing and invited the Complainants to contact him directly in order to coordinate informal discovery efforts.

In view of the above, I shall grant the Complainants’ request and reschedule the November 27, 2018 hearing for a later date.



THEREFORE,
	
IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Agnes and Steve Atuahene’s Application for Leave to Conduct Discovery is moot.

2.	That Agnes and Steve Atuahene’s request for a 30-45 days continuance of the hearing is granted. 



3.	That the initial hearing in the matter of Agnes and Steve Atuahene v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. F-2018-3004665, will be rescheduled for a later date.


Date:	November 15, 2018						/s/				
								Eranda Vero
								Administrative Law Judge
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