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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	





IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


December 18, 2018
Docket No. M-2018-3006032


KIMBERLY KLOCK, SENIOR COUNSEL
PPL CORPORATION
TWO NORTH NINTH STREET
ALLENTOWN, PA 18101-1179


RE: PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Nunc Pro Tunc Request for Exclusion of Major Outage for Reliability Reporting Purposes

Dear Ms. Klock:

	On November 14, 2018, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed a Nunc Pro Tunc Request for Exclusion of Major Outage for reliability reporting purposes pursuant to the Commission’s Order entered May 11, 2004, at Docket No. M-00991220.  The request was for the interruptions due to the impacts of winter storms Riley and Quinn that began on March 2, 2018.  PPL indicated in its filing that it “inadvertently neglected to file” the request timely.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Pursuant to our Order entered May 11, 2004 at Docket No. M-00991220, requests for major event exclusions must be filed prior to the quarterly report in which the exclusion is proposed to be claimed.  In this instance, the exclusion should have been filed on or before May 1, 2018.  52 Pa. Code § 57.195(d).  ] 


On November 11, 2018, via email, Commission staff informed PPL that further supporting information was required in order to review the request.   On December 3, 2018, PPL filed supplemental information to the above Docket Number.  On December 4, 2018, via Secretarial Letter, the consideration period for the request for exclusion was extended until December 14, 2018.  

The supplemental information filed by PPL included, inter alia, corrective actions that PPL would take to ensure proper management oversight and procedural attention is in place to avoid reoccurrence of the late filing of such matters in the future.  Upon review of the company’s filing and supplemental information, it appears that the service interruptions described by PPL qualify as a major event, as defined in 52 Pa. Code §57.192.  Therefore, the request for exclusion of service interruptions for reporting purposes is hereby approved.  However, the Commission’s approval is contingent upon the possibility that subsequent audits, reviews, and inquiry, in any Commission proceeding, may be conducted, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.197 (relating to Reliability investigations and enforcement).   This approval will apply only to the matter and parties specifically and clearly defined under this instant filing.

In addition, the Commission staff has concluded that PPL’s corrective actions as outlined in the supplemental information are acceptable.  However, this is contingent on objective evidence that the corrective action items have been effectively completed.  Therefore, within 60 days of the date of this letter PPL shall provide Commission staff with documented objective evidence of how the following corrective action commitments were completed:

· Updating of the Storm Reporting procedure to ensure compliance with all current requirements.

· Development of a “critical step” checklist that will be completed for all reportable storms.

· Retraining of the reporting process for all current operating personnel involved.

· Establishment of periodic retraining for operational personnel involved in the reporting process.

· A requirement for an annual review of the procedure itself.

Finally, it is recommended that PPL establish a controlled document of PUC Regulations as compared to PPL internal documents that provides a side-by-side/clause-by-clause comparison to ensure PPL’s internal quality management system procedures and programs address Commission regulatory commitments and requirements.

	If you have any questions on this matter, please contact David Washko, Bureau of Technical Utility Services, at dawashko@pa.gov, or (717) 425-7401.  If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this letter.




[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]							Sincerely,



							Rosemary Chiavetta
							Secretary






Ccs:  Kelly Monaghan PUC Audits
Paul Diskin, PUC TUS
Dan Searfoorce, PUC TUS
John Van Zant, PUC TUS
David Washko, PUC TUS
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