BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Nikola Warren						:													:
	v.						:		C-2018-3004557
							:
West Penn Power Company				:	



INTERIM ORDER
ADDRESSING LATE-FILED EXHIBITS


On September 10, 2018, Nikola Warren filed a formal complaint (complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company, alleging Respondent was threatening to terminate her service at 1259 Taylor Avenue, New Kensington, Pennsylvania (service address or service location); inflated and incorrect and erroneous bills; and reliability safety or quality problems.  As relief, Complainant requests a payment arrangement and that her bill be reduced by fifty percent or that an outstanding bill for service from a prior address at 1807 Kenneth Avenue, Arnold, Pennsylvania (Kenneth Avenue) be dismissed.

On October 1, 2018, Respondent filed an answer to the complaint.  Respondent admitted that it provides residential retail electric service to Complainant at the service address.  Respondent further admitted that it previously provided retail electric service to Complainant at the Kenneth Avenue address.  Respondent admitted that it provided a service termination notice to Complainant on July 17, 2018 for a past due bill in the amount of $2,498.78.  Respondent denied that Complainant is eligible for a payment arrangement averring that the majority of Complainant’s past due balance consists of monies which were subject to the Company’s Pennsylvania Customer Assistance Program (PCAP).  Respondent denied the remaining averments set forth in the Complaint.

On November 19, 2018, a hearing notice was issued which scheduled the initial telephonic hearing for Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  On December 3, 2018, the undersigned presiding officer issued a prehearing order, which set forth the procedural requirements for a formal hearing before the Commission. 
 		
On January 10, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer convened the initial telephonic hearing as scheduled.  Complainant appeared pro se and testified on her own behalf.      

Respondent was represented by Aron J. Beatty, Esquire.  Attorney Beatty presented the testimony of one witness, Tammy Taylor, and offered nine exhibits which were marked as Respondent Exhibits 1 through 9 and admitted into evidence.  The hearing was concluded on January 10, 2019.     

The Answer and New Matter filed by Respondent on October 1, 2018[footnoteRef:1] avers that a formal complaint was filed in June 2017 concerning high usage beginning in January 2017, and that the meter was tested and found to be within the Commission’s accuracy limits.  No evidence of the meter testing or results were offered into evidence at the hearing of this dispute on January 10, 2019.  [1:  	Answer and New Matter filed by Respondent on October 1, 2018, pp. 5-6.] 


The transcript from the evidentiary hearing was received by the undersigned presiding officer on February 19, 2019.   

Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.




THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That, on or before April 5, 2019, Counsel for Respondent may submit evidence of the meter testing and results referenced in the answer and new matter filed by Respondent on October 1, 2018, to Complainant and the undersigned presiding officer, as proposed late-filed exhibits, along with further evidence to authenticate the documents and determine their relevance to this proceeding.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	That on or about April 26, 2019, Complainant may provide its written objections to any late-filed exhibits submitted by Respondent, directed to counsel for Respondent and the undersigned presiding officer.  

3.	That after the objection period of April 26, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer shall issue an order regarding the admissibility of the proposed late-filed exhibits and any other proposed late-filed exhibits offered by either party.  


Date:  March 6, 2019                                                              		/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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