BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Corinne Green						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3002223
							:
Duquesne Light Company	     			:



                   		INTERIM ORDER
REQUIRING THE FILING OF A STATUS REPORT

A prehearing conference was held on November 29, 2018.  Complainant participated at the conference.  Respondent was represented by counsel and participated at the conference.  The Parties engaged in settlement discussions and agreed to perform an evaluation regarding the potential placement of the smart meter and that a continuation of settlement discussions may be beneficial.  

Complainant stated that a smart meter has been installed on her house and objected to the smart meter installation.  In addition, the Parties indicated that the service location is owned by Timothy Carroll.  The Parties indicated they will discuss whether or not Mr. Carroll will be joined as a Party to this proceeding. 

The Parties agreed to discuss settlement options, and to schedule an evaluation of the property to determine if there are any settlement options available to the Parties.  The Parties also agreed to the scheduling of a further prehearing conference and discussed continuation of the settlement judge process to determine if this matter can be resolved or whether a litigation schedule will need to be revised.    

The Parties also discussed whether Complainant may seek to amend her complaint as a smart meter was installed at the service location.  
An interim order was entered on January 16, 2019, scheduling a prehearing conference for January 31, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., and advising the Parties that the failure to participate in the prehearing conference would result in the case being dismissed.  The Interim Order was provided to Complainant at the address listed on her complaint and Complainant did not request a continuance or indicate that she did not intend to participate at the prehearing conference.  In addition, a notice was issued on that date scheduling the prehearing conference and instructing the Parties as to how to participate in the telephonic prehearing conference.  

The prehearing conference was convened at the scheduled date and time.  Counsel for Respondent participated in the conference.  Complainant did not participate.  The legal assistant for the undersigned called the telephone number listed for Complainant on the formal complaint at 10:10 a.m. but could not leave a message as Complainant’s mailbox was full and could not receive new messages.   The conference was reconvened at approximately 10:20 a.m. and proceeded until concluded.  Complainant did not participate in the conference.  Respondent requested revisions to the litigation schedule and moved to dismiss the complaint with prejudice for failure of Complainant to participate at the prehearing conference.  

		Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That on or before April 4, 2019, the Parties shall jointly, or if the Parties cannot agree to submit a joint status report, each Party shall submit a status report to the undersigned presiding officer setting forth the following:

a.	The status of the settlement negotiations between the Parties and whether the Parties require additional time to discuss settlement or if a settlement conference with the undersigned presiding officer is requested;
b.	If the Parties are requesting a settlement conference, each Party shall submit all dates and times in which the Parties are available from April 15 through May 10, 2019 for the scheduling of a prehearing or settlement conference.  It is anticipated that the conference will take no longer than two hours to complete;

c.	Whether the Parties jointly or individually are seeking to join the purported property owner, Timothy Carroll, as a Party to this proceeding;

d.	Whether Complainant is seeking to amend her formal complaint; and,

e.	Any other issues that need to be addressed at this stage of the proceeding.



Date:  March 14, 2019											
							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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