BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Chris Paluti						:		
								:
		v.						:		C-2018-3004845
							:
West Penn Power Company				:


Doug Walls						:		
								:
		v.						:		C-2018-3005059
							:
West Penn Power Company				:



FIRST INTERIM ORDER

Schedule Prehearing Conference 
to Discuss Consolidation 
of Two Formal Complaints


Formal Complaint of Chris Paluti at Docket No. C-2018-3004845


[bookmark: _GoBack]On September 4, 2018, Chris Paluti (Mr. Paluti) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company.  Mr. Paluti’s service address is located at 205 Foley Road, Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Paluti averred there was a reliability, safety or quality problem with his electric service.  Mr. Paluti specified eighteen (18) times between May 17, 2017 to August 16, 2018 when the service address experienced outages, flickers and/or service interruptions.  Mr. Paluti requested the Commission provide an independent third-party competent engineering firm to review West Penn’s power distribution system, engineering design and infrastructure for faults, age and deterioration.  

On October11, 2018, West Penn Power Company (West Penn or Respondent) filed an Answer and New Matter.  West Penn admitted it has provided service to Mr. Paluti since 1995 and admitted that there were nine (9) outages at the service address in the previous two years caused by off-corridor trees hitting the electric lines.  West Penn contended the “power flickers” referenced in the Formal Complaint are normal reclosure events.  West Penn denied there was a reliability, safety or quality problem with Mr. Paluti’s electric service.  West Penn averred that at all times relevant its actions had been reasonable and performed in accordance with the Commission’s regulations and Orders, the Public Utility Code and West Penn’s tariff.  In New Matter, West Penn requested the Formal Complaint should be transferred to the Mediation Unit of the Office of Administrative Law Judge.

Formal Complaint of Doug Walls at Docket No C-2018-3005059


On September 17, 2018, Doug Walls (Mr. Walls) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company.  Mr. Wall’s service address is located at 245 Foley Road, Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Walls averred there was a reliability, safety or quality problem with his electric service.  Mr. Walls specified sixteen (16) times between May 17, 2017 to August 16, 2018 when the service address experienced outages, flickers and/or service interruptions.  Mr. Walls requested the Commission resolve the problem.  

On October11, 2018, West Penn Power Company (West Penn or Respondent) filed an Answer and New Matter.  West Penn admitted it has provided service to Mr. Walls since 1982 and admitted that there were nine (9) outages at the service address in the previous two years caused by off-corridor trees hitting the electric lines.  West Penn contended the “power flickers” referenced in the Formal Complaint are normal reclosure events and/or occurred either during a “minor storm” or within hours of a minor storm.  West Penn denied there was a reliability, safety or quality problem with Mr. Wall’s electric service.  West Penn averred that at all times relevant its actions had been reasonable and performed in accordance with the Commission’s regulations and Orders, the Public Utility Code and West Penn’s tariff.  In New Matter, West Penn requested the Formal Complaint should be transferred to the Mediation Unit of the Office of Administrative Law Judge.

Discussion

		From the information provided in the Formal Complaints, Mr. Paluti and Mr. Walls appear to be neighbors who live on the same road in Greene County.  The dates on which both Complainants indicated they experienced various types of power outages, flickers and/or surges coincide.  The times of day on which both Complainants indicated they experienced these interruptions coincide.  The allegations in both Formal Complaints are almost identical with one another.  

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.81, with or without motion, the presiding officer may order proceedings involving a common question of law or fact to be consolidated and may make any orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delays.  

The presiding officer wants to provide all parties an opportunity to answer this question:

Due to the presence of common facts and law involved in the two Formal Complaints cited above, and in order to avoid unnecessary costs or delay to the parties or to the Commission, should the two cases cited above be consolidated, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.81?

		Accordingly, in the Ordering Paragraphs below, the presiding officer will order that a prehearing conference be conducted telephonically with West Penn Power Company, Mr. Paluti, Mr. Walls and the presiding officer.  At the prehearing conference, the presiding officer will discuss with the parties if they prefer to have the two proceedings consolidated or if they have an objection to consolidating the two proceedings.  No testimony will be taken at the prehearing conference and no evidence will be admitted.  The only purpose for the prehearing conference is to discuss whether the two proceedings should be consolidated.  
THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That a Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference shall be scheduled as soon as practicable.  The parties will receive notice from the Office of Administrative Law Judge which will notify the parties about the date and time for the conference, and will provide instructions on how to participate in the prehearing conference using the Commission’s toll-free conference telephone system.

		2.	That the sole purpose for the Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference is to determine if the proceeding of Chris Paluti v. West Penn Power Company at Docket No. C‑2018-3004845 should be consolidated with the proceeding of Doug Walls v. West Penn Power Company at Docket No. C-2018-3005059.  



Date:  March 20, 2019											
							Katrina L. Dunderdale
							Administrative Law Judge
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C-2018-3004845 - CHRIS PALUTI v. WEST PENN POWER COMPANY

C-2018-3005059 - DOUG WALLS v. WEST PENN POWER COMPANY
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