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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 18, 2019, PECO Energy Company (PECO), Utility Code 110550, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, the City of Philadelphia, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PECO requests approval to relocate a section of the 130-43 138 kV Transmission Line (130-43) in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The relocation will offset the 
130-43 transmission line alignment to the east of its existing location. 
PECO states that the relocation of the 130-43 line is needed to meet National Electric Safety Code (NESC) clearance requirements.  The line’s current configuration does not have sufficient clearance over an existing CSX Corporation (CSX) rail bridge.  PECO further states that the required clearance is 14.6 feet and that under maximum loading and external temperature conditions, clearance to the top of the bridge would be approximately six and a half feet less than required for NESC clearance.

PECO states that in 2010 NERC issued an alert to the utility industry to field-verify that the conductor clearances in the field for all the bulk electric lines meet the required design clearances.  The 130-43 line is part of the national bulk electric system and is regulated by the NERC reliability standards.  To meet the NERC requirements PECO performed a light detection and ranging (LIDAR) scan of its system, including the 130-43 line, and identified the clearance issue with the CSX rail bridge.
PECO states that prior to 2008, LIDAR was not commercially available.  At the time, the primary method available to determine line clearances was to review old plans and profile drawings and conduct field measurements using the then-available measurement technologies.  PECO states that this made measurements at in-place facilities at maximum load and maximum temperatures difficult, since those events rarely coincide in actual operations.  PECO further states that this made field measurements of limited use in calculating extreme cases such as sag at maximum load and maximum temperatures.  


PECO further states that upon completion of the relocation, the 130-43 transmission line will no longer traverse the CSX rail bridge and the transmission line will exceed NESC vertical clearance requirements by approximately 5.4 feet.

PECO states that it considered three alternative solutions: raising the existing 138 kV conductors, raising the existing structures, and installing new structures in the same or adjacent locations.  PECO states that the first and second solutions were rejected because the necessary space is unavailable on the existing structures and new clearance issues are created by raising the structures.  The third solution was rejected because the same or adjacent locations were unacceptable to the City of Philadelphia and the railroad company.  Accordingly, PECO submits that the three alternatives were rejected for a solution which resolves the clearance issue and places the new structures in locations acceptable to the City and the railroad company.
PECO states that the proposed project (Proposed Project) consists of relocating approximately 0.15 miles of the 130-43 transmission line away from the CSX rail bridge. PECO states that to facilitate the relocation of the 130-43 line it will install two new steel monopoles.  The new structures are approximately 81 and 96 feet in height and the existing structures are approximately 95 feet in height.
PECO maintains the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable PECO and NESC minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  

PECO states that the Proposed Project will be designed and installed on existing right-of-way (ROW) and that the ROW varies from approximately 130 to 150 feet in width.  The total estimated cost for the Proposed Project is approximately $2.79 million to be allocated to the PECO zone.  Construction of the Proposed Project is anticipated to commence on April 1, 2019 with a proposed in-service date of April 19, 2019.
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing

transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, 
character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) and (vi) because the Proposed Project will relocate a section of the 130-43 Transmission Line in such a manner that it does not substantially alter the existing ROW and because the section of transmission line to be relocated is less than 2 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval is not intended to imply a blanket endorsement of upgrading transmission facilities to currently applicable NESC standards. 
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company, for approval to relocate a section of the 130-43 138 kV Transmission Line in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That upon completion of the subject project, PECO Energy Company shall submit the final project cost to the Commission.
3. That upon completion of Ordering Paragraph 2, this proceeding at Docket 
No. A-2019-3008676 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: March 28, 2019
ORDER ENTERED:  March 28, 2019
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