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	Duquesne Light Company Supplement No. 194 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 24
	Docket Number:
R-2019-3007701




ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

[bookmark: _Hlk1464952]On February 6, 2019, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light), Utility Code 110150, filed Supplement No. 194 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 (Supplement No. 194), to become effective April 8, 2019. 
 
	Duquesne Light proposed Supplement No. 194 to amend Rule No. 9 – Relocations of Facilities and Rule No. 42 – Meter Testing and delete Rule No. 14.2 – Customer Request for Special Metering.  

	Duquesne Light stated that since it has exchanged nearly all of its legacy meters with smart meters, the company’s tariff language should be updated to reflect the impending completion of the company’s smart meter deployment.  

[bookmark: _Hlk3799457]	Duquesne Light proposed the tariff supplement to clarify that it is under statutory and Commission mandates to exchange its legacy meters with smart meters pursuant to Pennsylvania’s Act 129 of 2008.  Duquesne Light’s proposed language update to Rule No. 9 would clarify and memorialize the company’s existing policy with respect to meter relocation.  

	Duquesne Light stated that the proposed update to Rule No. 9 will clarify that customers who object to smart meter installation are entitled to meter relocation (subject to conditions), but the customers are not entitled to, and will not receive, an exemption from smart meter installation.  The relocation option is applicable to all customers, including those customers with smart meters already installed.  Duquesne stated that the relocation option in the proposed update to Rule No. 9 is consistent with Duquesne Light’s existing standards and requirements regarding relocation of company facilities upon customer request.  Duquesne Light stated that meter relocation costs must be paid by the requesting customer.    

	Duquesne Light proposed to delete Rule No. 14.2 because the company asserts that it has become obsolete and redundant.  The company submitted that Rule No. 14.2 governed customer requests for nonstandard metering equipment that has been superseded by the company’s deployment of smart meter infrastructure.  Duquesne Light stated that Pennsylvania’s Act 129 of 2008 and the Commission’s Smart Meter Implementation Orders have also narrowed the types of meters that the company can accommodate on its system.  For example, Duquesne Light states that Pennsylvania’s Act 129 of 2008 requires two-way communicability between the company and its meters and only the company’s smart meter models are capable of communicating over its smart meter communication network. Therefore, except for meters that have separate communication interfaces with the company, other meter models generally cannot “conform with Company standards”, as required by the current language of Rule No. 14.2. 

	Duquesne Light also proposed a housekeeping amendment to Rule No. 42 which removes a reference to Rule No. 14.2, because as discussed above, the company has proposed to delete Rule No. 14.2.

	Duquesne Light stated that the proposed tariff supplement is in the public interest because it would reinforce existing company standards pertaining to meter relocations and enhance customer and contractor awareness of those standards. The proposed update would also support the company’s statutory obligation to deploy smart meters throughout its service territory.  Duquesne Light also stated the proposed update would further memorialize the appropriate allocation of costs for relocations of company facilities that are made at the request of a customer.  Additionally, Duquesne Light stated the deletion of Rule No. 14.2 is in the public interest because it will reduce the potential for customer confusion regarding the meters that can be accommodated on the company’s system.

[bookmark: _Hlk1465655][bookmark: _Hlk1465768][bookmark: _Hlk253007] 	Duquesne Light serves approximately 600,247 customers.  Duquesne Light stated that the tariff supplement will have no effect on customer bills or on its revenue.  Duquesne Light served the proposed tariff changes on the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Office of Small Business Advocate.  No complaints have been filed and no hearings held.

	Upon review of Supplement No. 194, we agree that Duquesne Light’s tariff supplement reinforces existing company standards pertaining to meter relocations and enhances customer and contractor awareness of those standards.  We further agree that Supplement No. 194 further memorializes the appropriate allocation of costs for relocations of company facilities made at the customer’s request.

	Accordingly, we permit Supplement No. 194 to become effective on April 8, 2019.  However, approval of this filing does not constitute a determination that this filing is lawful, just, or reasonable, but only that further investigation or suspension does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Duquesne Light Company Supplement No. 194 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 is hereby permitted to become effective on April 8, 2019.

2.	That this Order is without prejudice to any issues that may be raised by any party with respect to the tariff changes implemented by Supplement No. 194 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 in future proceedings.

		3.	That a copy of this Order be served on the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Office of Small Business Advocate.

	4.	That the proceeding at Docket No. R-2019-3007701 be closed.


[image: ]	BY THE COMMISSION,



	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  March 28, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]ORDER ENTERED:  March 28, 2019
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