BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of the York Water Company for		:
approval of the right to acquire the 			:
wastewater system assets of the Borough		: 	 	A-2019-3007355
of Jacobus, York County, PA, and for York 		:
Water Company to begin to furnish wastewater	:					
service	to the public in the Borough of Jacobus,	:
York County, PA					:	



INTERIM ORDER REFERRING CASE TO THE BUREAU OF 
TECHNICAL UTILITY SERVICES FOR DISPOSITION


		 On January 16, 2019, York Water Company (York Water) filed an Application for approval to acquire certain public wastewater facilities from Jacobus Borough Sewer Authority (Jacobus Sewer).  Through the Application, York Water also sought approval to assume a municipal contract currently in effect between Jacobus Sewer and Springfield Township, York County, Sewer Authority and for authority to furnish wastewater service to the public in the Borough of Jacobus.

		Notice of the Application was published in the February 2, 2019 issue of the
Pennsylvania Bulletin (49 Pa.B. 584), which directed that formal protests and petitions to intervene were to be filed on or before February 19, 2019. Notice was also published twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the proposed service area.

		On February 19, 2019, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Protest.

		On March 5, 2019, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a Notice of Intervention.

[bookmark: _Hlk5011564]		On March 18, 2019, York Water filed an updated response to a Data Request from the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (TUS).  Thereafter, on March 18, 2019, OSBA filed a Letter to Withdraw its Protest, and on March 19, 2019, OCA filed a Petition for Leave to Withdraw its Notice of Intervention.

		On March 21, 2019, York Water filed a Motion to Transfer the Application to TUS.  With the withdrawals of the OSBA Protest and the OCA Notice of Intervention, there is no opposition to York Water’s Application.  Further, neither the OSBA nor the OCA oppose the Motion to Transfer.

		Hearings in this case are unnecessary as the only active parties (i.e. the parties representing the public interest) no longer oppose the Application.  Hearings would only result in administrative inefficiency and add to the costs of the proceeding.  However, the Commission must still determine whether the acquisition is in the public interest.  I agree with York Water, as stated in its Motion, that the most efficient course would be to return the Application to the Commission’s Bureau of TUS for appropriate resolution. 
  
THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the Petition for Leave to Withdraw its Notice of Intervention filed by the Office of Consumer Advocate on March 19, 2019, at this docket is granted.

2.	That the Application of the York Water Company for approval of the right to acquire the wastewater system assets of the Borough of Jacobus, York County, PA, and for York Water Company to begin to furnish wastewater service to the public in the Borough of Jacobus, York County, PA, at Docket No. A-2019-3007355, is hereby referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for disposition.

Date:  April 1, 2019					_______________________										Dennis J. Buckley
						            Administrative Law Judge		
2
A-2019-3007355 -  Application of The York Water Company   
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