BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Michael W. Chattin					:
							:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	v.						:		C-2017-2630649
							:
Pennsylvania Electric Company			:
								

								
INTERIM ORDER
DIRECTING THE PARTIES TO FILE ALL PLEADINGS IN THIS PROCEEDING WITH THE COMMISSION’S SECRETARY AND TO PROVIDE FULL AND COMPLETE COPIES TO THE OPPOSING PARTY AND TO ATTEND THE PREHEARING CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 19, 2019 

		On March 7, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer received a one-page letter from Michael W. Chattin (Complainant) dated March 5, 2019, along with enclosures.  There was no indication that any of the documents were filed with the Commission’s Secretary and the correspondence indicates that only the one-page letter was provided to counsel for Respondent.  Complainant had various questions regarding various procedures related to Commission proceedings and the authority of the Commission.  

The undersigned presiding officer previously addressed similar documentation from Complainant and concluded that the scheduling of a prehearing conference may be beneficial to the Parties.  Accordingly, a prehearing conference was scheduled and the Parties were directed to fully participate in a prehearing conference on Friday, April 19, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.  The Parties were also directed to comply with the requirements set forth in that interim order entered on February 27, 2019.

On March 11, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer received correspondence from Complainant which states, in part, that Complainant “does not consent to these proceedings” and that “I object to your THREAT to DISMISS my case if I do not appear for your unlawful hearing”.
The Parties are reminded that no “hearing” has been scheduled in this matter, however, a prehearing conference will be held on April 19, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  It is the intent of the undersigned presiding officer to permit the Parties to confer and address all outstanding questions and issues at the prehearing conference.  In addition, it is the intent of the undersigned presiding officer to address any procedural issues raised by the Parties and to address the concerns raised by Complainant.   Complainant and Counsel for Respondent are directed to attend and participate in the prehearing conference as scheduled.  Failure of Complainant to participate at the prehearing conference will result in the dismissal of his Complaint with prejudice, which means Complainant will not be permitted to bring another complaint with the Commission for the same issues raised in the Complaint which is currently before the Commission at the docket number referenced in the caption of this case.  Failure of Counsel for Respondent to participate in the conference will result in Respondent being prohibited from presenting any defense to the Complaint at the hearing in this matter.
	
The Parties are advised that the undersigned presiding officer will continue to preside over this proceeding in a fair and unbiased manner and that the employment by the undersigned presiding officer by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission in no way presents any conflict of interest, impropriety or appearance of impropriety, to hear the Complaint filed by Complainant with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.  

	The Parties are further reminded to serve the undersigned Administrative Law Judge and the opposing Party or counsel if represented, directly with a copy of any pleading that you file with the Commission’s Secretary and any documentation provided to the undersigned presiding officer.  It was improper for Complainant to provide enclosures attached to the correspondence dated March 5, 2019, directed to the undersigned, without contemporaneously providing copies to counsel for Respondent.  The Parties are advised that ex parte communications with the presiding officer are not permitted.  




		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Complainant and Counsel for Respondent shall participate by telephone at a prehearing conference on Friday, April 19, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. and shall be fully prepared for the conference, consistent with the terms set forth in the interim order entered on February 27, 2019.  The Parties are reminded that they must call into the prehearing conference on the scheduled day and time.  Failure of Complainant to participate at the prehearing conference will result in the dismissal of his Complaint with prejudice, which means Complainant will not be permitted to bring another complaint with the Commission for the same issues raised in the Complaint which is currently before the Commission at the docket number referenced in the caption of this case.  Failure of Counsel for Respondent to participate in the conference will result in Respondent being prohibited from presenting any defense to the Complaint at the hearing in this matter.

1. That the Parties are hereby directed to serve the undersigned Administrative Law Judge and the opposing Party or counsel, if represented, directly with a copy of any pleading filed in this proceeding with the Commission’s Secretary and any documentation provided to the undersigned presiding officer.	

1. That the Parties are hereby directed to file all pleadings with the Commission’s Secretary and to provide a copy of the filed documents to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge and the opposing Party or counsel, if represented.  		


Date:  April 4, 2019								/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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