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On November 26, 2018, Tomisha Palmer (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  On the Complaint form, the Complainant indicated that “[t]he utility is threatening to shut off my service or has already shut off my service” and “[i]ncorrect charges are on my bill.”  The Complainant further indicated that PGW is holding her responsible for charges that accrued as a result of theft at a prior address, 4244 N. Hicks Street, Philadelphia, PA.  The Complainant wants PGW to remove these charges from her bill and to provide her with service at her new address.
On December 18, 2018, Respondent filed an Answer admitting that it issued a shut off notice for the service at 4244 N. Hicks Street (service address).  Respondent denied that there are incorrect charges on the bill for service at the service address.  Additionally, the Respondent averred: that the Complainant established service at the service address from September 26, 2012, to June 27, 2013; that the account was listed as residential heat and domestic usage; that the property is equipped with an Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) device; that, following notice, PGW terminated service for non-payment at the curb valve on June 27, 2013; that on July 20, 2013, PGW issued a final bill in the amount of $2,170.71; that on November 12, 2013, the balance of $1,970.71 went into “write off” status; that on November 19, 2013, Oliver Jackson, the Complainant’s husband, restored service in his name; that PGW terminated service for non-payment at the curb valve on July 30, 2014; that PGW issued a final bill on August 20, 2014 in the amount of $530.20 which went into “write off” status on December 12, 2014; that on June 27, 2017, the Department of Human Services along with the Complainant reported a strong odor of gas at the service address; that PGW promptly visited and found the gas on; that a gas leak was detected and a stainless steel flex connector bypass going from inlet to outlet was discovered; that the appliances attached to the fuel line were a house heater, water heater and gas range; and that PGW removed the meter and shut the gas off with locking devices and also shut the gas off at the curb with an expander.  Respondent subsequently billed the Complainant based on historical usage at the property for gas usage between July 30, 2014 and June 27, 2017 in the amount of $6,571.15.  Respondent subsequently reduced this amount to $5,314.23.  


By Hearing Notice dated December 20, 2018, a hearing was scheduled for February 4, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., and the matter was assigned to me.  



I issued a Prehearing Order on December 28, 2018.  The Prehearing Order directed the parties to comply with various procedural requirements and also explained that the Complainant bears the burden of proof to establish that the Respondent violated its tariff, the Public Utility Code, or a Commission Order or regulation, and that she is entitled to the relief requested in the Complaint.



By Hearing Notice dated February 4, 2019, the Initial In-Person Hearing was rescheduled for March 21, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.



On February 27, 2019, Complainant served Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, Set I on PGW.



On March 8, 2019, PGW served Philadelphia Gas Works’ Objections to Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents – Set I on Complainant.



By Hearing Notice dated March 15, 2019, a Further In-Person Hearing was scheduled for May 7, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.



On March 18, 2019, Complainant filed a Motion to Compel Philadelphia Gas Works to Answer Complainant Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, Set I.


On March 25, 2019, PGW filed its Answer of Philadelphia Gas Works to Complainant’s Motion to Compel Answers to Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests For Production of Documents – Set I (Answer).



On March 29, 2019, Complainant filed her Petition for Leave to Withdraw Motion to Compel Philadelphia Gas Works to Answer Complainant Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, Set I (Petition to Withdraw).  In the Petition, Complainant indicated that, after reviewing PGW’s Answer, Complainant determined that there were minimal remaining contested Set I discovery issues because PGW had either withdrawn its objections or provided partial responses to all of the contested matters.  Complainant further indicated that she has decided not to seek the ALJ’s resolution of the minimal remaining contested Set I discovery issues.



The Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa.Code § 5.94 permit parties to withdraw pleadings in a contested proceeding.  The provision at 52 Pa. Code § 5.94(a) allows withdrawal of pleadings by filing, with the Commission and service to parties, a petition for leave to withdraw the pleading.  The petition is granted only by permission of the presiding officer or the Commission.  The presiding officer or Commission must consider the petition, any objections thereto
 and the public interest in determining whether to permit withdrawal of the pleading.


In the present case, PGW has not objected to Complainant’s Petition to Withdraw.
  Moreover, Complainant has indicated that she no longer seeks my involvement in her Motion to Compel.  As the Complainant has determined that she no longer needs my involvement in resolving her Motion to Compel, her Petition to Withdraw will be granted.
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Tomisha Palmer’s Petition for Leave to Withdraw Motion to Compel Philadelphia Gas Works to Answer Complainant Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, Set I filed in the matter of Tomisha Palmer v. Philadelphia Gas Works at docket No. F-2018-3006197 is granted; and
2. That Tomisha Palmer’s Motion to Compel Philadelphia Gas Works to Answer Complainant Tomisha Palmer’s Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, Set I filed at docket No. F-2018-3006197 is withdrawn.
Date:
April 12, 2019






/s/










Christopher P. Pell







Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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� 	52 Pa.Code § 5.94(a) provides that “[a] party may object to the petition within 10 days of service.”


� 	Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 5.94(a), PGW had until April 8, 2019, to object to Complainant’s Petition to Withdraw.
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