BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Theresa Gavin						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2017-2616249
							:
PECO Energy Company				:



ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO ADMIT THOMAS WATSON, ESQUIRE, 
PRO HAC VICE ON REMAND

		PECO Energy Company filed with the Commission a Petition for Limited Remand to allow a ruling on PECO's Motion to Admit Counsel Pro Hac Vice. The Petition was granted. PECO's motion to admit counsel is unopposed and granted. 	

HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING

		On July 24, 2017, Theresa Gavin (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent) challenging installation of an AMI meter at her residence due to health and safety reasons, raising concerns about the legislative process and averring that installation of the meter is in violation of her 4th Amendment rights. 

		PECO filed an Answer on August 8, 2017, denying all material allegations.  

		The hearing was held on January 30, 2018, as scheduled.  Complainant appeared pro se and presented one witness, LeAnn Gavin.  

	PECO was represented by Ward Smith, Esquire, Shawane Lee, Esquire and Thomas Watson, Esquire.  The record closed on March 5, 2018 upon receipt of the 223-page transcript. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	An Initial Decision issued on June 26, 2018 denied and dismissed the Complaint.

	Ms. Gavin filed Exceptions on July 26, 2018. 

	On March 1, 2019, PECO petitioned the Commission for a Limited Remand to allow a ruling on the instant Motion to Admit Thomas Watson, Esquire Pro Hac Vie.  On March 28, 2019, the Commission granted the Petition.  No opposition to the  Pro Hac Vice motion was filed. 

DISCUSSION

	PECO references 52 Pa. Code §1.22(b), which provides that an attorney not licensed in the Commonwealth may appear before the Commission in accordance with Pennsylvania Bar Admission rules.  Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure §1012.1 and 204 Pa. Code § 81.501 et seq.  These rules require that both the sponsoring and the sponsored attorney be in good standing with a bar, qualified to practice and otherwise competent and that the sponsoring and sponsored attorney each file a verified statement to that effect.  The verified statements are attached to the instant Motion. 

		Although Motions to Admit Pro Hac Vice are generally filed prior to appearance of an attorney, the failure to file the Pro Hac Vice Motion prior to the hearing appears to have been an oversight rather than a deliberate act. Title 52 Pa. Code §1.2 allows a presiding officer to disregard an error or defect of procedure which does not affect the substantive rights of parties.  As the court noted in Varner v. Roberts, 1988 Pa. Dist. & Cnty. Dec. LEXIS 274, 47 Pa. D. & C.3d 118, "practitioners and the judiciary alike [are] to refrain from elevating form over substance," referencing Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure 126.[footnoteRef:1]  There are no substantive rights of the parties at risk or negatively affected here. [1:  	"The rules shall be liberally construed to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action or proceeding to which they are applicable.  The court at every stage of any such action or proceeding may disregard any error or defect of procedure which does not affect the substantial rights of the parties." Rule 126. ] 


	Mr. Watson is admitted to practice before the bar of the District of Columbia, has extensive experience and has previously appeared before the undersigned Pro Hac Vice.  Mrs. Watson is more than qualified as a sponsor, a member of the Pennsylvania bar in good standing with decades of knowledge and experience.  

	There was no opposition to the Pro Hac Vice Admission of Mr. Watson filed and there is no basis upon which to deny the Motion.

	THEREFORE

	IT IS ORDERED

	That the Motion to Admit Mr. Thomas Watson, Esquire Pro Hac Vice is granted.  


Date:	April 15, 2019							/s/			
							Darlene D. Heep
							Administrative Law Judge
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