PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

. Complaint Docket No. 20235 o

BOROUGH OF FOLCROFT
Ve
 PENN CENTRAL TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, DEPARTMENT OF
 PRANSPORTATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,
COUNTY OF DELAWARE AND SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

"ORDER

BY THE COMMISSTON, JUNE 25, 1974:
This matter is before us upon the complaint of

Borough of Folcroft, filed January 16, 1974, alleging that

‘hazardous and inadequate conditions exist at the crossings

~ of Folcroft Avenue and Primos Avenue above the grade of the

elecirlfled +racks of Penn Central Transportatlon Company;

in the borough of Folcroft, Delaware County, and requestlng

: that raspondant raily Oad company undertake 1mmed1ate repalrs

to the gtractures, to determine and post load limits, and

take mueps nm‘ess*"y to replace the inadeguate brldges with

eloreft Avenue, a borough street partly in the

rorouch of Folorcit and partly in the borough of Sharon

Hill, extends genzraily in a southeasterly direction;,a

distarce of approximately 3,500 feet from its junctibn with

 ~State nghway Route 180 (Chester Pike) to its junctlon Wlth

Sta‘e qighway Route 420 (Hook Road). Approx1mately 1 500 feet

zrom its junction with State Highway Route 180, Folcroft

Avenue Crosscs abcve the grade of four main llne tracks of

Pe @Lntral T*anwEQrtcLlﬂn Company.

Approxmmately 900 feet west of Folcroft Avenue;

§artly in the borsugh of Folcroft and partly in the borouqh

f ,and pxr«llel thereato, Primos Avenue (State quhway Route 420),
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9 iﬁches in length, is a five span structure consisting of
“two nominal 15-foot spans on each endAcf'thé‘bridge with the
center sPan,being a through plate girder span 58 feet in
length. The bridge deck is composed of‘timber planks‘OVetlaid
with bltumlnous material, between tlmber curbs. A gidewalk
’flve feet in width, and surfaced with bltumlnous materlal,
is'locatea outside the girder on the north side of the ﬁ j
btidget' The bridge provides a horizontal clearance of ‘
}appfoximately 9 feet 9 inches from the center of eachféutside
; track to the face of the adjacent bent, ahd a clearance of
17 feet 7 iﬁches from top of rail to,the~overhead electrified
trolley wire. The highway apprcaches; on tangént alignment,
haVQ grades that are steep ascending tOWards the bridge,
, Wlth a change in grade belng accomplished within the length
of the brlége.
A hearlng on this proceeding was held Aprll 24,
19?4, with the‘complalnant, respondents and other lnterestea
'parties being represented, and presenting testimony.
Mr. Stafford C; Walker, Senibr Civil Engineer'for
~ Penn Central Transportation Company, teétified at the hearing,
that the line of rallroad in thls proceeding consists of
four electrified tracks of the main line of The Phlladelphla, 
Baltimore and Washington Railroad Company, operated by Penn
CehtralyTransportation Company, as 1essée.’ The company -
operates an average of 24 freight trains each day at a
,méximum:auﬁhcrized speed of 50 miles an hour, and 102 passenger
traiﬁs each day at a maximum authorized gpeed of 90 miles an
hour on tﬁé outside tracks, and 100~mileé an hour on the
inside tracks. | ‘
Mr. Howard A. Sellers, Civil Engineer for Pennsylyania
Departmenﬁfof TransPortation, testified at the hearing that,
the cﬁrreﬂt average daily volume offtraffic‘on State Highway
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to one vehicle at a time. The bituminous roadWay‘surfaCe at

the crossings is irregular with potholes caused, in the

opinion of the witness, by vibrations in the deck during the
o passage of vehicles. The borough is‘willing}to post 15 miles
an hour speed limit signs on the approaches to the Primos
.Avénue'bridge to reduce the magnitude of the vibrations.
The witness also testified that the obligation
to maintain the two bridges involved in this proceeding
belongs to Penn Central Transportation Company, and that
recently the railroad had replaced some ¢Orrugated steel
panels adjacent to the sidewalk on the Primos Avenue bridge.
The witness stated that the borough of Folcroft
had ﬁot prepared, nor did it have any plans to prepare any
englnnﬂrlng gtudies, estimates or constxuctlon plans for the
improrement of the highways and existing.cross1ngs, above
arada, involved in this proceeding. |
| - Mr. Damon, under cross-examination, testified that
in the vieinity of the Primos Avenue ¢rossing, the boundary
line hetween *he borough of Folcroft and the borough of
 Glenolden lles along the center line of Primos Avenue and
that in the VlClnlEy of the Folcroft Avenue Crossing, ‘the
poundary line between the borough of Foleroft and the borough
’of Sh ron Hll’ lies dlong the center line of Folcroft Avenue.
The thﬁEﬂ% t:stlf¢ed that he is also the engineer for the
baough of Sharon BHiil and the borough of Glenolden and |
Lgatlfled that theze boroughs did nat agree to bear. any of
tha cost of reconstruction or malnﬁenanee of the crossings
involved iﬁ‘thié proceeding.
Mr. Russell T. Wiiey,~Maycr of the borough of
Foleroft, testified that the bor0ugh does not agreeyto bear
any cost of reconstruction or maintenance of the crossings
involved in’ﬁhis proceeding. Although it had made,repairs
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Company is obligated for the maintenance of the substructures

and superstructures thereef. Under cross-examination, the

witness stated that the source of this obligation is purely

Ctraditional.

Mr. Walker also testified that the Foleroft Avenue
bridge is adequate in strength and physical condition to

accommodate highway traffic, while the Primos Avenue bridge

is in fair to poor condition and inadequate in strength and

~ width to accommodate the highway traffic presently using it,

but sufficient in strength for the posted seven ton maximum

The witness for the railroad further testifiea

that in recent years the amount of money expended on repairs

Fo» the two bridges has not been OVerwhelmlng, con51st1ng

B gﬂnﬁrally of the maintenance of the wearlng surface of the

xaﬁdway and sidewalks.

Thﬁ withess testified that the bridge deck deterloratlon

is caused by £he excess weight of trucks, rather than by

v:oraﬁmtns infuced by passage of the trains underneath.
- Mr. Walkzr testified that the FolcreFt rail co%muter =

station is situatcd in the northeast gquadrant of the Prlmos

LY

© Avenue ozcssirg involved in this proceeding. Aacess to the

station frsm Primos Avenue is provided by concrete steps six
fost wide on the west side of the tracks and wooden steps

seven feet six inches wide on the east side thereof, and any

:xa onstructmnn‘of the highway at this location should provide

for continusd station access.
The witﬂess for the railroad also ﬁestified that

Denn Central Transportatlon Company will not agree to share

"aqy costs of the constructlon of an 1mprovement at elther of

the two bridges involved in this proceeding, nor would the ’
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vertical alignment will be on a 300 foot long crest vertical

curVe‘providing a gradual transition between ascending

grades of 4.9 and 0.88 percent; the northerly approach
vertlcal alignment will be on a 250 foot long crest vertlcal
cnrve,;providing a gradual transition between an ascending
gra&e of 3.51 percent and a descending grade of 0.88 perdent.

The typical highway section in the vicinity of the-

croésing, above grade, will consist of dual roadways,’26‘feet
 iﬁ;wiath, separated by a traffic separator four feet‘in width,
~ and cement concrete sidewalks five feet in width on each
;ksiﬁe'of &he'pave& roadways. Various retaining walls will be

- required within the limits of the improvement.

PennDOT Exhibits Nos. 2 and 3 are preliminary

~altermate design plans for the proposed bridge to carry

State Highway Route 430, Section 2, above the tracks of Penn

Central Transs v¢t10d Ccmpany, in the area of the Primos

- Avente crossing, 1nvalved in thisg proceedlng.

PennDOT Exnibit No. 4 is a preliminary general

pian for the propcsed bridge to carry State Highway Route 420,

~Sza%;on 2 cver Elmwood Avenue, which is approx1mately 400 feet

w@“% of tha Primes Avenue crossing 1nv01ved in this proceedlbg

Yr. Ballors testified that the 1mpr0vement of

3

- Btebs tighway Routs 420, Section 2, has buen-delayed,due to
limitad eonstruction funds and its low position on the

departmeni's six-yoor program priority list, but if the

?rﬁjcc& iy apyroved on the 1973-74 Capital Budget, the

deparinans vill procesd with the development of final

dotaited plans.

The witrass testified that since the Commission

his not as yet determined the limits of its jurisdiction, and
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The‘record‘clearly ghows that hazardous and inade-
quate conditions exist at the crossing, Where State Highway ;
Route gzoy(Primos Avenue) crosses above the grade of the =
~ tracks of Penn Central‘Transportation Company, partly in the
bbrough'df Foleroft and partly in the borough of Glenolden,
Delaware,Coﬁnty. Therefore, we shall direct Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation to prepare preliminary plans
‘and an estimate of cost providing for the ultimate consfructiOn
of a new modern bridge, a minimum of two lanes in width with
approaches with reasonable grades and two flve—foot sxdewalks,
‘tO replace the present dangerous and inadequate structure.
‘Since the éxisting‘bridge at this location must,remain'in
service until a replacement facility ié constructed, it is
imperative that said bridge be maintained in such a condition
that will provids the travelling public with the safest
kcrﬁﬁﬁing rossible under the circumstances, and we shall
ﬂl”* Pern Central T“aﬁsportation Compaﬁy to fulfill its
,mazﬂ%enance obligation by performing any requlred repairs.
‘Vur vher, we shall specifically direct the boroughs of Folcroft
‘ anﬁ Glarcl&en to fulfill their legal obllgatlons by enfor01ng
;thﬁ roat r& walght 1imit on the Primos Avenue bridge, and we shall
“diéﬁa” said borcughs to 1mmed1ately begin a rlgorous enforcement
'vpregvﬁm. |
Althbugh the’existing briagekcarrYing Folcroft
’~fAVénu@ above the grade of the‘trackskof Pénn Central Trans-
,porta+i0ﬁ Company has an inadequate cartWayrwith approaches
that provmde poor sight distance at the crossing, the main
- concern of the complainant appears to be the maintenance of
thﬂ ‘bridge cartway. fAccordlngly, we shall direct Penn

,Ccﬁ»fal Transnortatlon Company to fulfill its malntenance
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3. That Department of Transportation, at its sole
cost and expense,’install and maintain advance weight limit
warning signs at proper locations to divart truck traffic
away ftom Primos Avenue.

| 4. That Trustees of Penn Central TranspbrtatiOn
Company, at its initial cost énd expense, immediétely’furnish
all material and do all work necessary to make any requiredf

repairs to the Primos Avenue bridge, to enable the structure

to safely carry highway traffic with a maximum vehicular

weight of seven tons, as posted; said repairs to include‘the

 bituminous wearing surface material on the bridge cartway.

5. That Trustees of Penn Central Transportation
Cdmpany} at its initial cost and expense, within 90 days from

service of this order, perform an in-depth inspection of the

- Foleroft Avenue bridge, involved in this proceeding, and

submit to this Commission and to the parties of record, a
report of the inspection, which shallkinclude, among other
things, a compilation of the load-carrying capability of

each structural element of the bridge and its recommendation

" as to the extept of ahy weight limit for which the bridge

should be posted.

' ‘6; That Trustees of Penn Central Transportation
Corpany, at its initial cost and expense, furnish all'matergal,,‘
and do all werk necassary to perform‘repéixé to any deficient

menmber of the Feleroft Avenue bridge, including the bituminous

wearing surface matervial, as required, on the cartway thereof.

7. Fhat Borough of Folcroft and Borough of Glenolden,

at kheis sole cost and expense, shared equally, install and

thercafter wainkain signs, at the proper locations on their
»aspective appros~has to the DPrimos Avenue bridge, limiting
+he maximum speel to 15 miles an hour.
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, Sidewaiks and gﬁard fence to the Folcroft Avenue réilréaé~
‘:hlghway crossmng involved in this proceedlng.

: 14‘ That upon completlon,and service of the
plans, estimate of cost and in-depth 1nspect10n,report,
prepared in accordance ‘with this order, this proceedlng be
k ,lisﬁea for'fufﬁher hearing, at a time and place specified by
this‘ﬁommissionf for the purpose of taking testimony upon
thé adoption of a satisfactory plan, disposition of the in-
,dapth,inspéctibn report and any other matters relevant to
this procéeding* |

15. That a copy of this order be served on the
CQmmanaant of the pPennsylvania State Police. v

16. That all of the foregoing, 1nsofar as it
 yelates to Penn Central Transportatlon Company, is subject
£O t.e apnroval of the Reorganization Court (U.S. pistrict
Ceurt, Bastern Digtrict of PennsyIVanla, Rallroadeankruptcy;
,ﬁa; ?QwBé?, Fullam, J.) if such approval is required.

PENNSYLVANEA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Chairman

geretary

L TTEST:“ﬁZéf)/,a
ORDER mop'rv‘ .' June 25, 1974
 ORDER ENTURED: JUL 31974
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