September 1, 1978

€. 20235

(See list attached to back of order)

Borough of Folcroft

Ve

Penn‘central Transportatxon.Company, Depart-
ment of Transportation of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, County of Delaware, Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, Con-
golidated Rail Corporation and National Rail~ ;
roaa Pasgenger cOrporation

Dear Sirs

Enclese&, herewith, is oxrder issuea by Helen B. O'Banncn,

. Commissmcner, on August 29, 1978, 1n the above antmtled gxou‘
) ceeding. ‘ ,

Kinaly acknowledge recelpt, us:ng for that purpose the '

enclasea form.

b

~ Encls.
: ﬁeceiptvnéq;

' Bureau of wranspcxtation;w‘
~~Law Bureau

Very'truly'yours,
C. J. McElwee
Secretary
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IN RE:
g Borouqﬁ' of Foleroft

tPenn Central Transportatxon Company,

. 'Rail Corporation and National Rallroad
" Eassenger COrgoratlon

PENNSYLVANIA PUkBLIVC‘ UTILITY COMMISSION .

'DOCKET NUMBER:

C. 20235

Vs

Degartment of Transportation of the 4
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, County

of Delaware, Southeastern Pennsylvanl‘
Transportation Authority, Consolldated

’.»*s A
iy Mqu

E:\:.- Ninel 4 ﬁ “
S PS4 i ‘ o'e, LY ”
“’ ] 4 niun(»»-,.-w»l

gL , ovR'DER

By certified 1etter order issued August 2, 1977 (ratlfled August 30,,1977),
this Commission directed, inter alla,thatPennsylvanla Department of Transportation

 post the bridge carrying Primos Avenue (State Highway Route 420) above the grade of
the tracks of National Railroad Passenger Corporatlon, partly in the Borough of

Foleroft and partly in the Borough of Glénolden, all in Delaware County, with signs
restr1ct1ng the use o6f the briddge to passenger automobiles only,. and to establish;y

. mark and maintain sultable detours for other vehlcles.

By'order,Lssued Octobe& 6, 1977 this Commission ‘directed, 1nter alia, that

‘~,Natlonal Railroad Passenger Corporation perform a detailed 1nspect10n of the involved
Primos Avenue Bridge and submit a copy of the. 1nspect10n report to this Commission
_and to the parties of record; said report to contain recommendations regarding the
'welght restrictions that should be placed on the bridge.

By*letter dated August 7, 1978, National Railroad PaSSenger Corporatlon

’.notzflea this Commission that, as a result of its inspection and rating of the brlage,

it recommends that the existing posting for passenger automobiles only must be:

emalntalned and enforced by the local authority.’

We have received numerous complalnts from the Polxce Department of the

Boxough of Folcroft, the party responsible for the enforcement of the vehicular

posting on the Primos Avenue Bridge, that the small maximum fine, permitted by the

ﬁ‘Motor’Vehlcle Code for vehicles in violation of the passenger automobiles only -
. posting, does not act as a deterrent for vehicles other than passenger automobiles,
“ineluding heavy trucks, to escape a long, circuitous detour through the City of

Philadelphia and, as such, the Foleroft Police desire that the bridge be posted for
some specified weight limit, which will permit fines of substantial magnitude to be

‘asseSSEa against viclators and, which hopefully, will eliminate ~overwéight vehicles

£rom us;ng’the\brldge.

By telephone communication on August 28, 1978, Pennsylvania Department of

,‘Transportatlon.expressed its concern with this Commission relative to the existing

bridge posting and requested that weight limit slgns be 1nstalled in lleu of

" passenger automobile only signs.

Follow;ng the above telephone communlcatlon, thig Commission's Bureau of

"Rail Tfansportatlonecontacted National Rallroad Paggengerx Corporatlon to determine
~the results of the corporation's bridge rating, and was informed that, in
- accordance with Amtrak's analysis, the bridge should be rated for an H=2.3 (2.3 tons)




'kk*1oa&ingy aue to the severe deterloratlon of some of the structural members oﬁ the :
7}rbrldge. : : : : « :

Upon recerpt of the above 1nfbrmatlon, Dlrector of the Bureau of Rail

: fleTransportatlon, R. A, Peteritas, verbally directed Pennsylvanla Department of i
,Jl;Transportatlon to immediately post the 1nvolved hrldge for a maxrmumhloaa limit of :
L‘wtwo and one-half‘(2%) tons.. ; ;: : S

R ¥ o ¥ the 1nterest of safety to the travellng publlc, it is determlned that

. the involved bridge should be posted for a maximum load limit of two and one-half
.~ {2%) tons in lieu of the present posting for passenger automobiles only, and that

© periodic inspections should be made of the brldge to mon;tor‘any changes 1n lts

‘ei7load-carry1ng capaclty, 'THEREFORE, : : , ;

o im‘rstRDERED:'

s , B That, in confrrmatlon of the Dlrector of the Bureau of Rall Trans~
‘~portat10n s verbal direction of August 28, 1978, Pennsylvanla ‘Department of Trans~

x{ poration, at its initial cost and expense, immediately post the bridge carrying

. Primos Avente (State Highway Route 420) above the grade of the tracks of National

:'gRallroad PasSengex Corporation; partly in the Borough of Forcroft and partly in tne

Borough of Glenolden, all 1n Delaware LCounty, for a‘max1mum lcad llmlt of‘two and one~~%

s half (2%) tons.

2., That Natlonal Railroad Passenger Corporatmon, at its 1nlt1a1 cost -and

‘;jfexpense; beglnnlng no later than September 15, 1978, and thereafter at intervals ‘not
s exceedlng one month, perform inspections of the involved bridge and submit a copy of e
S each.lnspectlon report to this Commission, Department of Transportation- -and Borough of
. Foleroft; said report to show any . changes in the structure as‘may affect lts 1cad—~
‘carrylng capablllty. ; . :

3. That a‘copy‘of this order be served on: the Commrsszoner cf the Pennsyl~v

 f},van1a,State Police requesting cooperation inregard to the enforcement of the posted
‘4'welght iimit and for such other action and assmstance as is approprlate and
'~xnecessary in the c1rcumstances.

4; That in all respects not 1ncons1stent herewrth, our: prlor orders in thls Tl

Vproceedlng remaln 1n full force and effect.

' BY‘:V

o £ P <6

JDate-‘ 4)/2«- /7§;

Time - / .Z 13 C’. L €ty




