BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Eugene Bazan 						:													:
	v.						:		C-2017-2640338
							:
West Penn Power Company     			:
					


INTERIM ORDER
DENYING MOTION TO COMPEL OF EUGENE J. BAZAN

Complainant served Respondent with Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents (Set VI) on or about March 25, 2019.

On or about April 4, 2019, Respondent filed its objections to all nine interrogatories contained in Set VI of the Discovery Requests.  In particular, the Company objected to interrogatory numbers 1 through 9 and each of its subparts.   

On or about April 11, 2019, Complainant filed a Motion to Compel responses to Complainant’s Discovery Requests, Set VI.  Complainant raised various arguments related to why Respondent’s objections should be denied and requests, inter alia, that Respondent be ordered and compelled to answer all discovery requests propounded by Complainant in the Set VI Discovery Requests.    
  
On April 16, 2019, Respondent filed its Answer to the Motion to Compel filed by Complainant.  Respondent raises various arguments related to why its objections were timely and Complainant’s Motion to Compel should be denied.  Specifically, Respondent asserts the Discovery Requests are improper and objectionable as they seek information and documents that are irrelevant, are not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence, and are protected from disclosure by attorney-client privilege, the attorney/client work product doctrine, or otherwise available to Complainant through alternative and less burdensome means.
Based upon a review of the subject discovery requests and the objections presented by Respondent, I will find that Commission regulations prohibit discovery of a party’s legal research or legal theories in anticipation of litigation.[footnoteRef:1]  Therefore, the following order will be entered. [1:  	See 52 Pa.Code § 5.323(a).] 


		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the objections filed by Respondent to interrogatory numbers 1 through and including 9 and all subparts are sustained. 

2. That the Motion to Compel Discovery Responses filed by Complainant on or about April 11, 2019 is denied. 


Date:  May 13, 2019								/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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