BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



James Martell	 					:		C-2019-3008087
								:		
		v.						:		
								:		
Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC			:



INTERIM ORDER
REQUIRING STAUS UPDATE 

On February 26, 2019, James Martell (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC (Respondent), averring, inter alia, “In August, on high temp. days, the tar melted.  The tar and asphalt stones stuck to the bottom of our shoes.  Unknown to us, we carried it into our house causing tar and black stain[s] to stick to our carpet.”  As relief, he requested Respondent “pay for the damage to our carpet in the amount of $2,611.96, which is the cost of our replacement carpet.”    

On March 18, 2019, Respondent filed an Answer, averring, inter alia, it is not responsible for any damage to Complainant’s carpet, has not violated any statutes or Commission regulations, and did not handle Complainant’s account improperly. 

Also, on March 18, 2019, Respondent filed Preliminary Objections to the Formal Complaint, arguing, inter alia, the Commission lacks jurisdiction to award damages or to litigate a private action for damages.  Accordingly, Respondent argued Complainant’s request for monetary compensation for alleged damages should be stricken from the Complaint, and Complainant should be precluded from introducing any evidence in the proceeding related to a monetary claim for damages.  

		On March 28, 2019, Complainant filed a letter, objecting to the Preliminary Objections.  

		On April 10, 2019, the Commission issued a Motion Judge Assignment Notice, assigning this matter to me.  

		On April 12, 2019, I issued an Interim Order, granting Respondent’s Preliminary Objections, striking Complainant’s request for monetary damages from the Complaint and ordering that the other issues raised in the Complaint proceed to an evidentiary hearing.        

		On April 12, 2019, the Commission issued a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice, scheduling a hearing for May 14, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  On April 16, 2019, I issued a Prehearing Order, advising the Parties of the Commission’s rules regarding discovery, continuances, attorney representation, etc. 

		On May 9, 2019, I received a letter from Respondent’s counsel, advising that the Parties were jointly requesting a postponement, of approximately thirty days, so they could finalize settlement discussions.  

		Therefore, the hearing scheduled for May 14, 2019 is cancelled.  The Parties are ordered to file a status update, and serve a copy on me, no later than June 21, 2019.  If the Parties come to a settlement agreement prior to June 21, 2019, they may file a certificate of satisfaction in lieu of a status report.   



		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Parties shall submit a status report no later than June 21, 2019.   
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