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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 11, 2019, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light), Utility Code 110150, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Beaver County Commissioners, and Potter Township, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

Duquesne Light requests approval to construct a new 138 kV transmission line in Potter Township, Beaver County, Pennsylvania.  Duquesne Light states that the new 138 kV facilities will span from a point near the existing 69 kV Kobuta Tap’s (Kobuta Tap) connection with the existing Valley-Hopewell 69 kV Transmission Line (Valley-Hopewell) to a new substation to be constructed by NOVA Chemicals, Inc. (NOVA).
Duquesne Light states that the new 138 kV transmission facilities are needed to replace the aging Kobuta Tap and maintain the reliability needs of NOVA.  The Kobuta Tap was constructed in the 1940s and has reached the end of its service life.  Duquesne Light states that the Kobuta Tap consists of 13 wood frame structures and three steel monopoles and that the normal life expectancy of a wood pole is approximately 40-60 years.  Duquesne Light further states that testing conducted in October 2018 indicated that one-third of the structures should be retired within one year and that its inspections revealed that the structures are degraded beyond the point of continued maintenance.
Duquesne Light states that currently, NOVA is served by two transmission sources, the Potter-AES 138 kV Transmission Line and the Kobuta Tap.  NOVA requires a high level of electric service reliability due to the critical nature of the operations at its facility.  In order to meet these reliability needs, NOVA has requested that Duquesne Light maintain two redundant services.  Duquesne Light further states that it’s in the process of phasing out its 69 kV facilities and that Duquesne Light intends to retire its remaining 69 kV facilities as they reach the end of their service lives.
Duquesne Light states that it considered two alternative solutions to the one chosen: creating a loop in the existing 138 kV circuit and constructing a new 138 kV circuit on entirely new right-of-way (ROW).  The first solution was less desirable than the chosen solution because a planned or unplanned outage to a common tower would interrupt both transmission services to NOVA.  The second solution was rejected because it was not as cost effective as the chosen solution and would have the potential to impact a greater number of property owners.  Accordingly, Duquesne Light submits that the two alternatives were rejected for a solution which provides more redundancy and minimizes the impact to property owners.
Duquesne Light states that the proposed project (Proposed Project) consists of constructing one new single-circuit 138 kV transmission line, approximately 1.21 miles in length and the installation of 13 new transmission structures.  Duquesne Light further states that the new structures will be approximately 100 to 135 feet in height and that the existing transmission structures on the Kobuta Tap are approximately 50 to 80 feet in height.  Upon completion of the Proposed Project, the existing Kobuta Tap will be retired and removed.
Duquesne Light maintains the Proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds the requirements specified in the National Electrical Safety Code, Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety standards, and all applicable legal requirements.
Duquesne Light states that the Proposed Project will be designed and installed on new and existing ROW and that all of the necessary ROW has been obtained.   Duquesne Light states that the total estimated cost for the Proposed Project is approximately $5.95 million and that all costs will be paid for by Duquesne Light.  Construction of the Proposed Project is anticipated to commence in June 2019 with a proposed in-service date of November 15, 2019.
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing

transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 


levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 


HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size,
character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


The formal Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the Proposed Project will site and construct a new 138 kV transmission line tap which is less than 2 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  The Commission hereby concludes that Duquesne Light has demonstrated the need for the Proposed Project.
This decision, however, does not reach any determination whether Duquesne Light has properly determined the cost responsibility.  Therefore, the approval of this LON does not constitute a determination regarding issues of tariff compliance, accounting treatment or cost recovery of the underlying project; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company, for approval to construct a new 138 kV transmission line in Potter Township, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  

2. That upon completion of the subject project, Duquesne Light Company shall file the final project costs with the Commission.
3. That the Law Bureau and the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (BI&E) monitor and review the issues of tariff compliance, accounting treatment and cost recovery of the subject 138 kV transmission line and any relevant proceedings of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for Duquesne Light Company.

4. That upon completion of Ordering Paragraph 2, this proceeding at Docket 
No. A-2019-3007090 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: May 23, 2019
ORDER ENTERED: May 23, 2019
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