BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Michael and Sharon Hartman				:	
							:
	v. 						:		C-2019-3008272
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:



INTERIM ORDER CONVERTING INITIAL HEARING
TO A PREHEARING CONFERENCE
AND SETTING RULES FOR THE PREHEARING CONFERENCE


On March 1, 2019, Michael and Sharon Hartman (the Hartmans) filed a formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), at Docket Number C-2019-3008272.  The Commission’s Secretary served the Complaint upon PPL on March 5, 2019.  PPL filed an Answer to the Complaint on March 25, 2019.  This case was then assigned to the Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) for adjudication.

On April 3, 2019, OALJ served an Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice on the parties, advising that the Initial Hearing in this case would take place on May 16, 2019 and that I was assigned as the Presiding Officer.  On April 29, 2019, counsel for PPL requested a continuance of the May 16, 2019 hearing.  On May 5, 2019, I was advised that the Hartmans did not oppose PPL’s continuance request.  I approved the continuance and on May 10, 2019 issued a new Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice, indicating that the hearing would now take place on June 26, 2019.

Also on May 10, 2019, I received two letters from the Hartmans, the first dated May 2, 2019 and the second dated May 9, 2019.  In the May 2, 2019 letter, addressed to the Commission’s Secretary and my office, the Hartmans requested that the telephonic hearing be changed to an in-person hearing.  In the May 9, 2019 letter, addressed to my office, the Hartmans requested that an in-person hearing take place on site at their home, which is the subject property in the Complaint.

On June 10, 2019, the Hartmans sent another letter, addressed to the Commission’s Secretary and my office.  That letter is a Motion to Compel Production of Documents from PPL, based upon prior discovery requests made by the Hartmans to PPL (and referenced in the Hartmans’ May 9, 2019 letter).

The May 2, 2019 Hartman letter, the May 9, 2019 Hartman letter and the June 10, 2019 Hartman letter have not been docketed by the Commission’s Secretary.  To date, PPL has not filed any response to any of the Hartman letters.

Since the Initial Hearing in this case is now only 13 days away, and since the Hartmans have an outstanding discovery related Motion to Compel, I don’t see how the hearing should take place as scheduled.  Instead, I am by way of this Order converting the Initial Hearing of June 26, 2019 to an Initial Prehearing Conference.  The purpose of the Prehearing Conference will be to address all current outstanding issues so that all parties will be prepared for the subsequent initial hearing in this case.


ORDER

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing scheduled for June 26, 2019 is hereby converted to an Initial Prehearing Conference; the Prehearing Conference will be a Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference and shall also occur on June 26, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.

2. That the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall send out a Hearing Change Notice to the parties indicating the change in status of the June 26, 2019 hearing to an Initial Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference.

3. That the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall ensure that the Commission’s Secretary files and dockets the following Hartman letters:

The May 2, 2019 Hartman letter (Request for In-Person Hearing)
The May 9, 2019 Hartman letter (Request for In-Person Hearing (On Site)).
The June 10, 2019 Hartman letter (Motion to Compel Production of Documents)

4. That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation shall file and serve written responses to the items in Ordering Paragraph 3 above, no later than June 20, 2019.

5. That the parties should be prepared to discuss their positions on the items listed in Ordering Paragraphs 3 and 4 above at the June 26, 2019 Initial Prehearing Conference.

6. That the parties will be expected to attend the Initial Prehearing Conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable. 


Date: June 13, 2019						     /s/		
							Andrew M. Calvelli
							Administrative Law Judge
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