BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



[bookmark: _Hlk12283101]Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia	:
c/o Pinchas Lando	:
		: 	C-2019-3010157	
	v.	:	
		:	
Sprague Operating Resources, LLC	:



ORDER 
DENYING APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION PRO HAC VICE  


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS

On May 28, 2019, Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia c/o Pinchas Lando (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against Sprague Operating Resources, LLC (Sprague or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission or PUC).  In the Complaint, the Complainant alleged that there were incorrect charges are on its bill.

On June 13, 2019, the Respondent filed an Answer to the Complaint denying all material allegations of fact.

By Hearing Notice dated June 18, 2019, a hearing was scheduled for July 25, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., and the matter was assigned to me.

[bookmark: _Hlk12282591]On June 24, 2019, Michael M. Meadvin, Counsel for Sprague, sent a letter to me, via facsimile, in which he requested the letter be treated as an application for permission for him to act as counsel for Sprague pro hac vice.  



DISCUSSION

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 1.21 and 1.22, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted pro hac vice, represent you in this proceeding.  In this case, Sprague is a limited liability company, therefore, they are required to have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted pro hac vice, to represent them.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  	Please note, I recognize that the Complainant will be required to be represented by an attorney as well under these regulations and they will be directed to do so under a separate order.  ] 


Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.22(b), an application to appear pro hac vice must be in accordance with the Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rules.  These Rules, set forth at 231 Pa. Code § 1012.1, require, inter alia, that the attorney seeking admission pro hac vice (“candidate”) cannot act as the attorney of record.  The candidate must have an attorney who is admitted to the bar of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“sponsor”) move for the admission of the candidate pro hac vice via a written motion.  231 Pa. Code § 1012.1(b)(1).  The sponsor shall enter an appearance as attorney of record in the action on behalf of the party whom the candidate seeks to represent. 231 Pa. Code § 1012.1(d)(1).  

In this case, Mr. Meadvin’s letter request for permission to act as counsel for Sprague pro hac vice does not satisfy any of the foregoing requirements.  Accordingly, his request is denied.  

Finally, Sprague is directed to have an attorney licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enter an appearance on its behalf by July 12, 2019.  If counsel needs additional time to prepare for the hearing currently scheduled for July 25, 2019, they can file a motion for a continuance after they have entered their appearance.  Failure to have an attorney enter an appearance will result in the Respondent being barred from presenting a case before the Commission.

		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED;

1. That the application of Michael M. Meadvin for admission pro hac vice in the matter of Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia c/o Pinchas Lando v. Sprague Operating Resources, LLC at Docket No. C-2019-3010157, is DENIED; and

1. That Sprague Operating Resources, LLC is directed to have an attorney licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enter an appearance on its behalf by July 12, 2019.  


Date:  June 24, 2019  		/s/			
		F. Joseph Brady 
		Administrative Law Judge
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