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June 26, 2019

Re:	Investigation Instituted Per Section 529 Into Whether the Commission
	Shall Order a Capable Public Utility to Acquire Delaware Sewer Company
	Docket Nos. P-2014-2404341 & I-2016-2526085

TO ALL PARTIES:

On February 6, 2014, at Docket No. P-2014-2404341, Delaware Sewer Company filed a Petition For the Opening of An Investigation Into Whether the Public Utility Commisison Should Order a Capable Public Utility to Acquire the Company Pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 529.  An evidentiary hearing was held on May 8, 2015, and on July 10, 2015, we served the Recommended Decision of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Ember S. Jandebeur in which she recommended opening an investigation pursuant to Section 529.  Exceptions to the Recommended Decision and Replies to Exceptions were filed by various parties.  By Opinion and Order entered January 28, 2016 (January 2016 Order), we denied the Exceptions and adopted the ALJ’s Recommended Decision.

On June 30, 2017, PAWC filed a Petition to Amend our January 28, 2016 Order (Petition) in the above captioned proceeding.  In the Petition, PAWC averred that the Recommended Decision and the Commission’s January 2016 Order was too limited and suggested that the scope of the investigation be expanded and clarified to include additional matters.  Answers to PAWC’s Petition were filed by DSC and the OCA.

	The Commission instituted an investigation at Docket No. I-2016-2526085, and assigned it to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for appropriate action and the matter was assigned to ALJ Steven Haas as the presiding judge over the investigation.  Petitions to intervene were filed, a prehearing conference was held, and testimony was submitted.  On February 14, 2018, and June 13, 2018, ALJ Haas issued Orders granting stays of the litigation schedule because the parties requested additional time to pursue negotiations to resolve all of the issues in this proceeding.  On October 12, 2018, the parties to the proceeding filed a Joint Petition for Approval of Settlement of All Issues (Joint Settlement), along with a Joint Stipulation for Admission of Evidence and statements in Support of the settlement.

On March 20, 2019, the Commission issued ALJ Haas’ Recommended Decision in which he recommended that the Joint Settlement be approved, without modification.  By Tentative Opinion and Order entered April 29, 2019, we approved the Joint Settlement, with certain modifications, in support of the acquisition of DSC by PAWC.  The Tentative Opinion and Order requested active and interested parties to file 




comments to the Joint Settlement, as modified.  Upon our review of the comments, and in finding that no adverse comments were filed, we permitted the Tentative Opinion and Order to become final.  Consequently, by Final Opinion and Order entered on June 13, 2019, we approved, inter alia, the acquisition of DWC by PAWC.

	In light of the fact that we approved the modified Joint Settlement and subsequent acquisition of DWC by PAWC in our June 13, 2019 Final Opinion and Order, we deem the June 30, 2017 Petition to Amend the January 28, 2016 Order as moot.  Therefore, please be advised that the proceeding at Docket P-2014-2404341 is, hereby, marked closed.

Should you have any questions you may contact Ms. Kimberly Hafner with the Office of Special Assistants at 717-787-1827.

Very truly yours,
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
	


Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
image2.png




image1.png
WK
PENNSYLVANIA

PUC





