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PPL Electric Utilities Corporation


:

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO COMPEL
On March 12, 2018, Kathleen R. Anthony (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Respondent) seeking to prevent installation of a smart meter at her service property at 505 Norway Place, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  Complainant alleges: 1) that radiofrequency fields from smart meters have adverse health effects; 2) the meters are a fire hazard; 3) the meters reduce the longevity of household appliances; 4) the meters increase costs to consumers; and 5) there are data privacy issues with the meters. 
The Complaint was served upon PPL on March 15, 2019.  PPL served its Answer on April 4, 2018, denying the material averments in the Complaint.  On April 5, 2018, a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice was issued scheduling a hearing for August 30, 2018.  On April 6, 2018, a Prehearing Order was issued directing Complainant to serve copies of statements, reports and any direct written testimony of any expert witnesses intended to be called at the hearing by June 11, 2018.  

PPL served its Set I Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents (Set I) upon the Complainant on June 9, 2018.  On June 14, 2018, Complainant filed Objections to the Interrogatories Questions 2 and 3.  On June 25, 2018, PPL filed a Motion to Dismiss Objections and Compel Responses to Discovery.  An Answer to the Motion to Compel was due 
on or before July 6, 2018.  (Letter from PPL dated June 27, 2018).  Complainant never served responses or objections to PPL.  
The hearing in this matter has been rescheduled three times per the parties’ requests and is currently scheduled for October 31, 2019.  Order Granting Second Continuance issued January 31, 209, Order Granting Third Continuance issued April 22, 2019.  

In its Motion to Compel, PPL seeks an order dismissing Complainant’s objections and compelling full responses to Set I, Questions 2-3.   Specifically, PPL seeks the identification of all wireless phones, cellphones, microwave ovens, wireless routers, wi-fi networks, tablets, computers, Bluetooth speakers, wireless security systems, smart speakers, garage door openers, baby monitors, and walkie talkies in the service property.  PPL requests the make, model and amount of cell phone usage and 12 months of phone bills showing usage for any cell phones used in the household.   
Complainant objects on the grounds that these questions are overly burdensome and broad, not meant to illicit any relevant or significant testimony.  

I find information requested in PPL Interrogatories 2-3 may be admissible or lead to discovery of admissible evidence at the hearing and is discoverable under the broad terms of 52 Pa. Code Section 5.321.  Whether there are devices emitting radio frequency fields in the service property and the frequency and duration of the usage of these devices, including cell phones, may be admissible and relevant at the hearing.
THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That PPL Utilities Corporation’s Motion to Compel is granted.

2. That Complainant is directed to provide PPL Utilities Corporation with full responses to PPL Set I Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents Questions 2-3 consistent with the body of this Order no later than August 15, 2019.
Date:
August 1, 2019


/s/






Elizabeth H. Barnes

Administrative Law Judge
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