BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Gary Mandekic					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3009781
							:
West Penn Power Company				:
		


INTERIM ORDER
DENYING REQUEST FOR A CONTINUANCE

		On April 29, 2019, Gary Mandekic (Complainant) filed a formal complaint against West Penn Power Company alleging that West Penn failed to maintain its lines properly resulting in a power surge which damaged his property.  On May 29, 2019, West Penn’s attorney, Aron J. Beatty, Esquire, filed an answer which denied the material allegations of the complaint.

		This matter was assigned to me and by hearing notice dated July 1, 2019, was scheduled for a telephonic hearing on August 27, 2019.

		On Friday, August 16, 2019, Margaret Morris, Esquire entered her appearance on behalf of West Penn Power Company.  On Monday, August 19, 2019, Ms. Morris filed a motion for a continuance.  In her motion she states that she is unavailable for a hearing on August 27, 2019, due to a previously scheduled family vacation.  She further states that the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) Scheduling Unit was notified of her scheduled vacation.  By email, Ms. Morris notified me that she spoke to the Complainant and that he opposes the request for a continuance.

		Commission regulations permit the continuance of a hearing for “good cause shown.”  52 Pa.Code § 1.15.  West Penn’s motion fails to demonstrate good cause for the continuance of the hearing.  Ms. Morris’ appearance was not entered in this matter until well after this matter was scheduled for a hearing.  Although the OALJ Scheduling Unit may have been aware of her previously scheduled vacation, as her appearance was not entered in July, the schedulers could not have been aware of the conflict with her vacation.  Moreover, this complaint is fairly routine and there is no explanation in the motion why West Penn Power cannot be ably represented by Mr. Beatty.[footnoteRef:1] [1:   	Ms. Morris states in her motion that she was not retained until August 16, 2019, when she entered her appearance.  No doubt West Penn Power was aware of her previously scheduled vacation as well.] 


THERFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the request for a continuance of the hearing in the above-captioned matter is DENIED.

		2.	That the parties are reminded that Commission policy favors settlement.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231.

		3.	That the provisions of the prehearing order dated July 9, 2019, remain in effect.
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