BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Donna Bengen and John Bengen


:









:


v.





:

C-2019-3009735








:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation


:
THIRD PREHEARING ORDER

An Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing in the above-captioned case is scheduled for Thursday, November 14, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  On August 9, 2019, Donna and John Bengen’s (Complainants) request for a 60-day deadline extension and continuance of the November 14, 2019 Initial Hearing was denied for failure to produce a medical excuse to support Complainants’ claim that they needed more time for health reasons.  
On or about August 20, 2019, Complainants again requested a 60- day continuance and offered a confidential medical excuse.  Additionally, on or about August 20, 2019, Complainants requested an extension of time to reply to PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s (PPL) objections to interrogatories from August 22, 2019 to September 3, 2019.
The general policy in the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) is that no continuance shall be granted unless there is “good cause” shown.  See Pa.  Code § 1.15(b).  I agree with Complainants that they have shown good cause for an extension of their deadline to produce medical records and a continuance of a hearing.  Complainants have attached a doctor’s excuse to support their request for a continuance of the hearing date.  Accordingly, the deadline for Complainants to produce medical records shall be extended from September 19, 2019 to November 19, 2019.  The hearing will be continued to February 20, 2020.  Additionally, Complainants’ request for an extension of time from August 22, 2019 to September 3, 2019 within which time to file a motion to compel discovery responses to interrogatories No 2 will be granted pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.342(g). 
 THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Donna and John Bengen’s request for a 60-day deadline extension and continuance of the November 14, 2019, Initial Telephonic Hearing in this matter is granted.



2.
That the hearing scheduled for November 14, 2019 shall be cancelled and rescheduled for February 20, 2020 and a notice of the rescheduled hearing shall be issued.  



3.
That Donna and John Bengen are given leave until September 3, 2019 to file a motion to compel regarding PPL Electric Corporation’s Objections to Interrogatories.

Date:
August 27, 2019





/s/











Elizabeth H. Barnes
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