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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On June 26, 2019, PECO Energy Company (PECO), Utility Code 110550, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) & (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Bucks County Commissioners, Bristol and Falls Townships, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PECO requests approval to reconductor the Emilie-Falls 138 kV Transmission Line (Emilie-Falls) in Bristol and Falls Townships, Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  The single-circuit Emilie-Falls line spans from the Emilie Substation in Bristol Township to PECO’s Falls Substation located in Falls Township.
PECO states that reconductoring the Emilie-Falls transmission line is needed to mitigate multiple violations of PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM) planning criteria that were identified as part of analysis performed for the deactivation of the Mercer #1 and #2 generators.  The planning criteria violations were identified under North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) standards and consist of thermal violations on the Emilie-Falls transmission line for several contingency scenarios. 
PJM is responsible for assuring compliance with NERC standards for the bulk electric system within its control area.  NERC reliability standards require that the bulk electric system be designed to operate within applicable thermal and voltage limits, defined in PECO and PJM planning criteria, under various system loading conditions and considering the impact of credible outages of elements in the bulk electric system.


PECO states that the violations were presented in December 2016 and exist in the system today.  The 2017 deactivation of the Mercer #1 & #2 generators results in overloads on the Emilie-Falls line for the single contingency loss of the Emilie-Neshaminy 138 kV Transmission Line or the loss a circuit breaker at the Neshaminy Substation.  These scenarios currently result in loading on the Emilie-Falls of approximately 123% and 124%, respectively, of the line’s emergency rating.
PECO states that to address these issues it will replace the existing conductors on approximately four miles of the Emilie-Falls transmission line with new higher capacity conductors.  Rebuilding the Emilie-Falls line was presented at the December 2016 PJM Transmission Expansion Advisory Committee meeting and assigned baseline project number b2774.   
PECO states that the proposed project (Proposed Project) consists of reconductoring the entire Emilie-Falls transmission line with higher capacity conductors.  PECO states that the Proposed Project will be designed and installed entirely within the existing right-of-way (ROW) for the Emilie-Falls line and that the ROW is approximately 75 feet in width.

PECO maintains the Proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds the requirements specified in the National Electrical Safety Code, PECO design clearances, and all applicable legal requirements.
PECO states that the total estimated cost for the Proposed Project is approximately $6.5 million to be incurred by PECO.  Construction of the Proposed Project is anticipated to commence in September 2019 with a proposed in-service date of December 2019.
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing

transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, 

character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) & (v) because the Proposed Project will reconductor the Emilie-Falls 138 kV Transmission Line such that it does not substantially alter the existing transmission line right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PECO Energy Company, for approval to reconductor the Emilie-Falls 138 kV Transmission Line in Bristol and Falls Townships, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  

2. That upon completion of the subject project, PECO Energy Company shall submit the final project cost to the Commission.

3. That upon completion of Ordering Paragraph 2, this proceeding at Docket 
No. A-2019-3011226 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: August 29, 2019
ORDER ENTERED: August 29, 2019
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