BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jennifer Orvosh and Wesley Orvosh			:		C-2019-3009777
							:
	v.						:													:
West Penn Power Company     			:
						


INTERIM ORDER
 HOLDING RESPONDENT’S MOTION TO COMPEL IN ABEYANCE AND EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR COMPLAINANTS TO SUBMIT 
DISCOVERY RESPONSES AND WITNESS INFORMATION

On April 29, 2019, Jennifer Orvosh and Wesley Orvosh (Complainants) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company (Respondent), objecting to the installation of a smart meter at their residence at 175 Laurel Way, Spring Church, PA 15686 (service location).  

On May 23, 2019, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter, as well as Preliminary Objections to the Complaint.  

		On June 25, 2019, the Commission issued a Motion Judge Assignment Notice, assigning this proceeding to me.

		On June 28, 2019, the Commission issued a Call-in Telephone Hearing Notice, scheduling a hearing for August 29, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.

		On July 1, 2019, I issued three Interim Orders; one denying Respondent’s Preliminary Objections, one pertaining to the scheduling of a prehearing conference, and one establishing an initial litigation schedule.  In the Interim Order establishing the initial litigation schedule, I ordered the Parties to, inter alia, exchange the names, addresses, and written summaries of expected testimony for fact and expert witnesses (witness information) by August 14, 2019.  

On July 2, 2019, the Commission issued a Corrected Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice, converting the August 29, 2019 proceeding to a prehearing conference. 

On July 22, 2019, Respondent filed a certificate of service indicating that it forwarded to Complainants Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents (discovery requests) via first class mail.  In its discovery requests, Respondent sought information and documents related to the Complainants’ allegations.  

		On August 14, 2019, Respondent submitted a certificate of service regarding its service of its witness information upon Complainants.  

On August 27, 2019, Respondent filed a Motion to Compel Responses to Interrogatories and Document Requests (Motion to Compel), averring, inter alia, it had not received any response to its discovery requests. 

On August 29, 2019, I convened a telephone prehearing conference.  Mr. Orvosh was present and represented himself.  Ms. Orvosh was not present.  Lauren Lepkoski, Esq., and Tori Giesler, Esq., were present on behalf of Respondent.  During the conference, the Parties discussed a variety of issues, including settlement, discovery, and the exchange of witness information.  

With regard to the exchange of witness information, Mr. Orvosh advised he did not provide his witness information to Respondent.  He preliminarily identified his witnesses on the record as himself and his wife.  He advised he needed additional time to determine whether they would be calling any other witnesses.  I determined it was appropriate to extend the witness information deadline for Complainants.  I advised Mr. Orvosh that he did not need to provide the witness information with regards to himself or his wife, but he did have to provide it with regards to all other witnesses.  Mr. Orvosh agreed that he would provide his witness information to Respondent by September 20, 2019.  

With regard to discovery, Respondent advised it did not receive any objections or responses to the discovery propounded upon Complainants.  Mr. Orvosh advised he received a copy of the discovery requests but did not submit any response to Respondent.  Considering Complainants are pro se, and in an attempt to give them an additional opportunity to provide discovery responses and/or objections, I determined it was appropriate to extend the deadlines for them to provide their objections and/or responses to the discovery requests.  Mr. Orvosh agreed he would provide either a response or objection to each discovery request to Respondent by September 20, 2019.  

As discussed at the hearing, the Commission encourages settlements.  The Parties are encouraged to continue their settlement discussions and explore all opportunities to settle this matter.  

		Furthermore, if at any point, any Party has any questions, concerns, etc., or would like another prehearing conference to be scheduled for any reason, the Party should put their question, concern, request, etc., in writing, submit it to me and provide a copy to the other Party.  

		Finally, the Parties are reminded that any document, correspondence, etc., they send to me must also be copied to the other Party.  

		Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.  
	
		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Respondent’s Motion to Compel filed August 27, 2019 shall be held in abeyance.  
2. That Jennifer and Wesley Orvosh shall, by September 20, 2019, submit the names, addresses, and written summaries (witness information) for all their witnesses (except themselves) to Respondent.     

3. That Jennifer and Wesley Orvosh shall, by September 20, 2019, provide either an answer or objection to each discovery request sent to them by Respondent dated July 22, 2019. 

4.  	That Respondent shall submit a responsive motion, correspondence, etc., if any, by September 30, 2019.  

5. 	That the Parties shall comply with all the terms of all the Interim Orders issued in this matter that are not inconsistent with this Order. 


Date:  September 3, 2019							/s/			
								Emily I. DeVoe
								Administrative Law Judge
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