BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Doris Walker





:







:

v.





:

F-2019-3010212







:

Philadelphia Gas Works



:
ORDER GRANTING RESPONDENT’S
MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING


By Hearing Notice dated July 16, 2019, a hearing was scheduled in this matter for September 4, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  



On August 29, 2019, Graciela Christlieb, Esq., Counsel for PGW, filed with the Commission’s Secretary PGW’s Motion for Continuance of Hearing (Motion).  In the Motion, Ms. Christlieb advised that PGW is attempting to reach a settlement with the Complainant in this matter, but that it is unlikely the parties will reach a resolution prior to the scheduled hearing date.  Accordingly, Ms. Christlieb requested a continuance to allow the parties additional time to attempt to settle this matter.  Ms. Christlieb advised that the Complainant has no objection to PGW’s request for continuance.  
Paragraph 2 of my July 23, 2019, Prehearing Order advised the parties that, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b), “[a] request for a change of the scheduled hearing date must state the agreement or opposition of other parties, and must be submitted in writing no later than five (5) business days prior to the hearing.”  Paragraph 2 also advised the parties that “[c]hanges are granted only in a rare situation where good cause exists.”


Although Respondent’s Motion did not comply with the requirements set out in my July 23, 2019, Prehearing Order since it was filed less than five business days prior to the hearing, since it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231), and since the parties are attempting to settle the matter, and also because the Complainant has no objection to this request, the request is granted.  A Notice canceling the current hearing date and rescheduling to a future date will be issued. 
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Continuance of Hearing filed by Philadelphia Gas Works in the matter of Doris Walker v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. F-2019-3010212 is granted; and 

2. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter for a hearing and notify the parties in writing. 
Date:
September 4, 2019





/s/










Christopher P. Pell







Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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