BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



William Towne					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3008437
							:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:



SECOND INTERIM ORDER
CONTINUING HEARING 
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Before
Mark A. Hoyer
Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING

		William Towne (Complainant) filed a formal complaint dated March 11, 2019, against Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), at Docket Number C-2019-3008437.  Mr. Towne alleged that PWSA is threatening to shut off his water service.  As relief, Mr. Towne requested, among other things, that PWSA not shut off service; that PWSA provide full details and copies of all available evidence regarding any requests to shut off water service at his address; that PWSA provide full compensation for lost work, legal fees, service restoration fees, and other related costs; payment by PWSA of a civil penalty and class action (or Commission equivalent) status if applicable; and that PWSA clarify its response telephone number in its recording informing customers of pending shut off.     

		On April 1, 2019, PWSA filed an answer and new matter in response to the complaint.  

		Also, on April 1, 2019, PWSA filed preliminary objections.  On April 11, 2019, Mr. Towne filed an answer to the preliminary objections.  

On April 11, 2019, this matter was assigned to me for disposition.  On May 8, 
2019, I issued an interim order granting, in part, and denying, in part, the preliminary objections.     

		An initial call-in telephone hearing was rescheduled for September 4, 2019.  In advance of the hearing, both parties served proposed exhibits.  Included with Complainant’s proposed hearing exhibits was a 4-page, unnumbered document captioned, “Exhibits for Sept.4, 2019.”	 In this document, Complainant stated that he requested certain information in discovery to ascertain the evidentiary basis for PWSA’s position in this case, which he did not obtain prior to the hearing.  Complainant did not file a motion to compel responses to his discovery requests or request a continuance on the rescheduled hearing. 

		The hearing convened as rescheduled on September 4, 2019.  A recess was taken and the parties had an off-the-record discussion in an effort to settle the dispute.  After the parties’ discussion, I advised the parties on-the-record of the settlement judge process available pursuant to the Commission’s regulations, 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.231 and 5.223.  After advising the parties of the settlement procedure, I decided to continue this matter to enable Complainant to file a motion to compel discovery pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 5.342(g) which provides, in pertinent part, as follows:

… Within 10 days of service of an objection to interrogatories, the party submitting the interrogatories may file a motion requesting the presiding officer to dismiss an objection and compel that the interrogatory be answered.  The motion to compel must include the interrogatory objected to and the objection…       




			        
		
THEREFORE

		IT IS ORDERED:
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		1. 	That the hearing in this matter is continued.  

		2. 	That Complainant, William Towne, may file with the Commission’s Secretary and serve on the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority a motion to compel discovery on or before September 20, 2019, and provide a copy of the same to the undersigned.  

		3.	That the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority may file an answer to any motion to compel filed on or before September 30, 2019.     


Date:  September 5, 2019						/s/				
							Mark A. Hoyer
							Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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