BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Cindy Kelly						:	
							:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	v.						:		C-2018-3004681
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:
						


INTERIM ORDER 
GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE
AND DENYING REQUEST FOR WRITTEN TESTIMONY
           
On July 18, 2019 a notice was issued scheduling a telephonic evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for September 10, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  

No proposed exhibits were submitted in advance of the scheduled hearing.  Accordingly, on August 30, 2019, an interim order was entered reminding the parties of the scheduled  telephonic hearing on September 10, 2019 and directing the parties to serve three (3) copies of each proposed exhibit upon the undersigned presiding officer and one (1) copy upon the opposing party no later than the close of business on Friday, September 6, 2019.   

On September 4, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer received a letter from Complainant dated September 3, 2019, which, inter alia, requested a continuance of the hearing scheduled for September 10, 2019.  

In addition, Complainant cited a “lack of cohesiveness of the orders that I have previously received as well as the conflicting information I have been given” when phoning the office of the undersigned presiding officer.  The orders entered in this case are clear and the parties are encouraged to read them thoroughly and in their entirety.  The Parties are further encouraged to review the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and Commission Regulations.  Should Complainant believe that she requires the assistance of legal assistance to prepare for the hearing, Complainant is encouraged to consult with an attorney immediately, as the evidentiary hearing will be promptly rescheduled.

I further note that the letter dated September 3, 2019 was sent to my office by email.  As I advised the parties by interim order establishing the litigation schedule entered on December 6, 2019, I will not accept email transmissions without prior authorization, nor will I accept facsimile transmissions greater than ten pages in length without prior authorization.  

In addition, I provided the parties with an opportunity to participate in a prehearing conference to address any questions, concerns or outstanding issues, and Respondent requested that a prehearing conference be scheduled.  By letter dated May 17, 2019 and filed on May 21, 2019, Complainant stated “I decline any prehearing conference recommended by Met-Ed and prefer to proceed directly to an evidentiary hearing at the appropriate time.  Accordingly, Complainants request was accepted and no prehearing conference was held.

Complainants vague comments regarding the orders entered in this proceeding and her conversations with my office staff require no further comment.  The Parties are advised however that it is inappropriate for my office staff to provide legal advice to any party and no such legal advice will be provided by my office.  In addition, the Parties are advised if an issue arises in this matter, an appropriate motion or petition should be filed with the Commission and a copy provided to the opposing party and the undersigned presiding officer.  Such motion or petition filed in accordance with Commission regulations will be appropriately ruled upon by the undersigned presiding officer.  

Complainant further requested that the parties be permitted to submit written testimony in this proceeding.  Complainants request will be denied in the ordering paragraphs to follow.  The Parties will be excused from the deadline set forth in the interim order entered on August 30, 2019, to submit their proposed exhibits by September 6, 2019, as the hearing scheduled for September 10, 2019 will be rescheduled.  The new deadline is set forth in the ordering paragraphs below.
    
After consideration of the circumstances and in light of the foregoing, the following order will be entered.

		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the telephonic evidentiary hearing scheduled for September 10, 2019 is hereby continued consistent with the following ordering paragraphs.

2. That the parties are encouraged to attempt to discuss and attempt to resolve any issues regarding the preparation or presentation of evidence prior to the rescheduled hearing in this proceeding.

3. That the evidentiary  hearing shall be rescheduled for two consecutive days in November of 2019, beginning each day at 10:00 a.m.

4. That the parties shall promptly contact all of their respective witnesses and identify all dates in which the witnesses will be able to provide testimony in this proceeding from November 4 -7 and November 11-14.  The parties shall promptly confer after contacting their witnesses and attempt to agree on the dates for the rescheduled hearing in November from the available dates of November 4 -7 and November 11-14.  If the parties can agree on the hearing dates, the parties shall identify the agreed upon dates for the rescheduled hearing in their status report.

5. That On or before September 12, 2019, the Parties shall file a status report and serve the opposing party and the undersigned presiding officer.

6.   That in the event the parties cannot agree on a hearing date, the parties shall specify , in their status report, all dates from the dates provided above in which the parties and their witnesses will be available to testify.  In addition, in the event that any party is requesting an in-person hearing, as opposed to a telephone hearing, the request for an in-person hearing and the requested location of Pittsburgh or Harrisburg shall be clearly set forth in the status report.  If no request is made for an in-person hearing and a location specified in writing in the status report, the hearing will be scheduled as a telephonic hearing.  In the event that an in-person hearing is scheduled, all witnesses will testify in-person, unless testimony by telephone is permitted by a subsequent order entered in this proceeding.  In the event the hearing is scheduled as a telephonic hearing, all witnesses will testify by telephone.  

7. That the Parties deadline to comply with all of the terms and provisions of the interim order entered on October 28, 2019, including but not limited to serving copies of their proposed exhibits to the opposing party and the undersigned presiding officer on or before  September 6, 2019, is hereby extended until October 22, 2019.  The Parties are advised to serve the required documents promptly as no further extensions will be granted.  The Parties shall comply in all other respects with the terms set forth in the interim order entered on August 30, 2019.

8. That Complainant’s request that the Parties be permitted or directed to submit written testimony is denied.
 

[bookmark: _Hlk10727748]Date:  September 5, 2019							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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