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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	





IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


September 6, 2019
Docket No. A-2019-3012304
Utility Code: 110500
CERTIFIED

JESSICA R ROGERS
POST & SCHELL P C
17 NORTH SECOND STREET 12TH FLOOR
HARRISBURG PA 17101-1601

Re:  	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Approval to Site and Construct 230 kV Transmission Lines in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.  

Dear Ms. Rogers:

On August 19, 2019, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a Letter of Notification (LON) for approval to site and construct 230 kV Transmission Lines in Salem Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.  In order for us to complete our analysis of the subject application, the Bureau of Technical Utility Services requires answers to the enclosed data requests.  This information is necessary for completion of our review of the filing.  

Please be advised that you are directed to forward the requested information to the Commission within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter.  Failure to respond may result in the LON being denied.  As well, if PPL Electric has decided to withdraw its filing, please reply notifying the Commission of such a decision.

Please forward the information to the Secretary of the Commission at the address listed below.  When submitting documents, all documents requiring notary stamps must have original signatures.  Please note that some responses may be e-filed to your case, http://www.puc.pa.gov/efiling/default.aspx.  A list of document types allowed to be e-filed can be found at http://www.puc.pa.gov/efiling/DocTypes.aspx.  

	Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary

	Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

	400 North Street

	Harrisburg, PA 17120



 Your answers should be verified per 52 Pa Code § 1.36.  Accordingly, you must provide the following statement with your responses:

I, ________________, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, and that I expect to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities).

The blank should be filled in with the name of the appropriate company representative, and the signature of that representative should follow the statement.

In addition, to expedite analysis of the LON, please also e-mail the information to 
Jordan Van Order at jvanorder@pa.gov and Jeremy Haring at jharing@pa.gov.  Please direct any questions to Jordan Van Order, Bureau of Technical Utility Services, at jvanorder@pa.gov (preferred) or 717-787-8763 and Jeremy Haring, Bureau of Technical Utility Services, at jharing@pa.gov or 717-783-6175.  


[image: ]							Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack]

							Rosemary Chiavetta  
							Secretary  

Enclosure 

	 





























Bureau of Technical Utility Services
Data Requests
Docket No. A-2019-3012304

Note:  If any responses contain Confidential Security Information (CSI), 
please inform TUS staff via phone call or email.


[bookmark: _Hlk521068009]
A-1	Reference the Letter of Notification, Paragraph 17.  Please provide a detailed explanation of how PPL Electric determined the minimum acceptable voltage.

A-2	Reference the Letter of Notification, Paragraph 18.  Please explain whether the emergency ratings of the lines are based on PPL Electric’s own criteria.

A-3	Reference the Letter of Notification, Section 2.  Please explain whether load growth in the area has led to any change in circumstances as it relates to the need for the proposed project.  If so, quantify these load growth impacts.

A-4	Reference the Letter of Notification, Section 2.  Please explain why violations of PPL Electric’s FERC Form 715 criteria are now an issue.

A-5	Reference the Letter of Notification, Section 2.  Please explain whether there is any PJM, non-FERC Form 715, violations.

A-6	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please explain whether a 
69 kV bus section circuit breaker failure has occurred, in the previous 5 years, at the Columbia Substation.  If so, for each event, please provide the date, duration of the event, and whether there was a summer emergency rating violation on the Hunlock-Berwick 69 kV line.

A-7	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please provide a historical record, at least 5 years, of a tower contingency on the Susquehanna-Harwood 230 kV lines.  If so, for each event, please provide the date, duration of the event, and whether there was an immediate voltage collapse in the area.

A-8	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please provide the approximate number of hours per year that the violation occurs.  Additionally, explain the nature, if any, of the seasonal or duration characteristics of these violations.  Also, please provide the number of consecutive hours.

A-9	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please explain how much load would need to be reduced to eliminate these voltage and thermal violations, respectively.  Provide a schedule, by year, of necessary reductions.

A-10	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please explain whether a 
69 kV bus-tie circuit breaker failure has occurred, in the previous 5 years, at the Columbia Substation.  If so, for each event, please provide the date, duration of the event, and whether any voltage drops exceeded 8%.

A-11	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please provide a schematic for the Columbia Substation depicting the 230 kV bus and 69 kV bus.

A-12	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 3.3.  Please explain whether the events are assumed to occur simultaneously (e.g. N-1-1) or whether each event individually causes the violations.

A-13	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Section 4.  Please explain whether PPL Electric examined any non-wire alternatives.  For example, could strategically-placed DER facilities be used to avoid or postpone the need for this project?  Explain whether existing BTM DER facilities could be turned on in advance of certain peak usage periods, to avoid potential voltage or thermal violations in the event of the loss of the facilities.  Explain what new DER facilities would resolve the potential violations.

A-14	Reference the Letter of Notification, Attachment 1, Figure 1-1.  Please explain whether closing the normally open switches during or in advance of potential violation periods would this help resolve the violations, and if so, to what degree.

A-15	Using reasonable assumptions, such as the existing FERC approved ROE, current debt/equity ratios, current cost estimates, and O&M assumptions, please provide an annual cost of service for at least the next 25 years for the proposed project.
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